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P R E F A C E

The beginning of the new decade greeted us with a sweeping global 
health pandemic, one which has resulted in dire socio-economic 
consequences.   It is during times of change and uncertainty that we 
rely on our core values and principles to strengthen us, guide us and 
tide us through rough waters.  The Bar, as a collective body, has been 
in existence for more than 70 years and as these pages will show us, 
the Bar has been resilient, upholding the cause of justice at all times 
and striving to adapt to the changing needs of the legal profession 
over the course of many decades and through many seasons — in both 
uplifting times and challenging times.

With this in mind, Torchbearers: The Bar’s Passage of Justice (1947 to 
2021) seeks to highlight some of the work of the Bar, as steered by 
the respective Presidents of the Malaysian Bar / Chairmen of the Bar 
Council, since our establishment in 1947.  It is by no means exhaustive 
— in this first edition, we have largely only relied on records available 
at the Bar Council Secretariat and particularly from the President’s 
Reports of yesteryear.  We hope to be able to update this publication 
periodically with more information, anecdotes, historical data and 
personal experiences from Members of the Bar.  We welcome 
contributions from Members of the Bar  — please contact us at 
council@malaysianbar.org.my if you have anything to share which we 
can include in future editions of this publication.
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As we enter 2021, we hope that this publication serves as an inspiration, 
a reminder of the natural spirit of resilience that we possess — individually 
and collectively as the Bar.  It may also bring back nostalgic memories for 
some of you, while for others, it may serve as an insight into the history 
and work of the Bar. 

On a personal note, I am reminded that even though the closure of 
certain events and achievement of significant milestones are tied to the 
term of a particular President, it is only made possible because of the 
time, hard work and unstinting diligence of our predecessors in paving 
the way for those to come.  The torch is passed on, and with that, we 
carry on the work for which the foundation has been laid, to bring it to 
fruition.  In addition, each President — with our differing experiences 
and individual leadership styles   — will bring new aspirations and goals in 
steering the Bar through the seasons. 

Finally, what forms the heart of the Bar and is its driving force, are its 
Members. We are supported by the indispensable contributions by 
Members of the Bar in fulfilling the mission and aspirations of the Bar. 
  
With that, I hope you enjoy the read. 

Salim Bashir
President 
Malaysian Bar

3 March 2021

Comments can be emailed to: council@malaysianbar.org.my
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List of Acronyms

1947 Ordinance Advocates and Solicitors Ordinance 1947
AG Attorney General of Malaysia
AGC Attorney General’s Chambers
AGM Annual General Meeting of the Malaysian Bar
BHEUU Legal Affairs Division of the Prime Minister’s Department 

(Bahagian Hal Ehwal Undang-Undang Jabatan Perdana Menteri)
CLP Certificate in Legal Practice
CPD Continuing Professional Development
EGM Extraordinary General Meeting of the Malaysian Bar
ESCAR Regulations Essential (Security Cases) Regulations 1975
GATS General Agreement on Trade in Services
IBA International Bar Association
IGP Inspector General of Police
IPCMC Independent Police Complaints and Misconduct Commission
ISA Internal Security Act 1960
LAC Legal Aid Centre
LAWASIA Law Association for Asia and the Pacific
LLB Bachelor of Laws
LPA Legal Profession Act 1976
LPQB Legal Profession Qualifying Board
MACC Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission
MATRADE Malaysia External Trade Development Corporation
MCO Movement Control Order
MITI Ministry of International Trade and Industry
MoU Memorandum of Understanding
POTA Prevention of Terrorism Act 2015
RCI Royal Commission of Inquiry
SOPs Standard Operating Procedures
SOSMA Security Offences (Special Measures) Act 2012
SUHAKAM Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (Suruhanjaya Hak Asasi 

Manusia Malaysia)
UN United Nations
YBGK National Legal Aid Foundation (Yayasan Bantuan Guaman 

Kebangsaan)
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E D
SHEARN

1947–1952

Everybody must realise that the country is facing a great 
number of difficulties which can only be solved by good-
will and good temper on the part of all persons having 
the welfare of the country at heart.
 
If we are to come through successfully it is up to 
everyone to lend a hand, without thought of self1. 

The 1947 Ordinance was a significant piece 
of legislation that brought all advocates and 
solicitors of West Malaysia under one legal 
regime.  It also established the first independent 
and self-governing Bar Council. 

What must have been the first or very early 
AGM — held pursuant to the 1947 Ordinance 
— was reported to have taken place on 26 April 
1947, presided over by the AG, K K O’Connor 
at the premises of the Supreme Court2.  The 
following members of the Bar Council were 
elected: F J Bryant, E A de Buriatte, P V 
Charry, C D D Hogan, C S Jayaswal, J Laycock, 
Leong Yew Koh, J M M Lewis, Ong Huck Lim,  
T Rajendra, E D Shearn and Yong Shook Lin. 

1 The Straits Times, 31 December 1950, page 3, from National Library Board, Singapore.
2 Indian Daily Mail, 3 May 1947, page 4, from National Library Board, Singapore.
3 The Straits Times, 2 January 1951, page 4, from National Library Board, Singapore.
4 The Straits Times, 20 December 1950, page 5, from National Library Board, Singapore.

E D Shearn was elected as the first Chairman 
of the Bar Council (the term “President of the 
Malaysian Bar” would only be introduced by 
the LPA in 1976). 

He continued to hold that position for another 
five years.  

It was reported that E D Shearn left Malaya 
some time around December 1950/January 
1951, after having spent 30 years here3.  He 
had first come to Malaya in February 1920 as 
an assistant to the late J G T Pooley before 
becoming a partner of the firm4. 
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Dr Radhakrishna Ramani served as Chairman 
of the Bar Council from 1953 to 1960 and 
from 1961 to 1963.  He was the Secretary 
from 1947 to 1952. 

As far back as 1957, the Bar Council had 
already begun advocating a proportion of 
judges and magistrates to be appointed 
from among Members of the Bar.  The press 
reported this on 22 June 19575.

On 8 February 1958, the Bar Council 
unanimously condemned the notion that 
preliminary inquiries could be held in 
secret.  This problem had arisen with the 
introduction of the jury system under the 
Criminal Procedure Code.  Under Ramani’s 
chairmanship, the Bar Council took the view 
that it was undesirable that anything alluding 

5 The Straits Times, 22 June 1957, page 8, from National Library Board, Singapore.

R RAMANI

1953–1960
1961–1963

to “secret courts” or “secret proceedings” should exist.  As a result, the 
practice was immediately discontinued.

R Ramani was also concerned with the use of ouster clauses in legislation 
(then introduced into the Road Traffic Ordinance 1958) and was 
committed in ensuring protection of the rule of law in a budding Malaya. 

He passed away in 1970. 

At a reference in his honour, held at the Kuala Lumpur High Court on  
6 October 1970, the Chairman of the Bar Council, R R Chelliah, said:

He was a fearless fighter but he treated with kindness and sympathy 
the weak and the poor, and often took up the cudgel on their behalf. … 
His achievements both in and out of our country was [sic] a source of 
inspiration to us the Members of the Bar and we took great pride in him.

R Ramani was the recipient (posthumously) of the Malaysian Bar Lifetime 
Achievement Award 2015 — the citation can be found on the Malaysian 
Bar website.  A feature article was also published in Praxis: Chronicle of 
the Malaysian Bar (Jan–June 2015), from which the information here is 
extracted. 
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MORRIS 
EDGAR

1960–1961
Morris Edgar served as Chairman of the Bar 
Council for a term, from 1960 to 1961. 

He was admitted to the Bar of the Federated 
Malay States on 12 September 1938. 

Morris Edgar passed away in 1990/91. 

S M 
YONG 

1963–1964
S M Yong served as Chairman of the Bar 
Council for a term, from 1963 to 1964. 

S M Yong was elevated to the Bench as a 
Judge of the High Court of Malaya in 1965, 
retiring in 1973.
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Robert Chelliah was the longest-serving 
Chairman of the Bar Council, for nine years, 
consecutively from 1964 to 1973. 

In 1966, Members of the Malaysian Bar 
practising in West Malaysia numbered 540. 

During the course of Chelliah’s term as 
Chairman, many “firsts” occurred / were 
achieved, creating milestones in the history of 
the Malaysian Bar: 

● January 1967: 
 The inaugural issue of the Malaysian 

Bar journal, INSAF, was published.   
A complimentary copy was sent to every 
Member of the Bar.  

R R 
CHELLIAH

1964–1973

● 3 July 1968: 
 The first conference of the Law Association for Asia and the Western 

Pacific (now known as the Law Association for Asia and the Pacific, 
“LAWASIA”) was held in Kuala Lumpur.  The conference was the 
largest international conference ever to be undertaken and held in the 
country during that time, with delegates from 19 different countries.  
The Opening Ceremony, which had over 700 delegates, wives and 
invitees present, was formally opened by Tun Abdul Razak b Dato’ 
Hussein (in his capacity as the Deputy Prime Minister).

 
● April 1969: 
 The first Malaysia and Singapore Bench and Bar Sports Meet was 

held in Kuala Lumpur on 5 and 6 April 1969.  The games played were 
cricket, golf and badminton.  

● 14 February 1970: 
 The first Annual Dinner and Dance of the Malaysian Bar was held, 

with 280 Members of the Bar attending, and other guests. 

● 29 August 1970: 
 The Malaysian Government’s Legal Aid Bureau was established, with 

the Legal Aid Scheme starting first in Selangor.  Several Members of 
the Bar were appointed to be members of the Legal Aid Council and 
Legal Aid Board for Selangor. 
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● 1 January 1971: 
 Kedah formed its own State Bar Committee, breaking away from 

Perak and Perlis.  The total number of State Bar Committees 
then numbered at eight, with 16 State Bar representatives on 
the Bar Council.

● July 1971: 
 The first Malaysian Law Conference (predecessor to the 

International Malaysia Law Conference) was held in Kuala 
Lumpur from 15 to 17 July 1971.  The Conference was officially 
opened by the second Prime Minister of Malaysia, Tun Abdul 
Razak b Dato’ Hussein. 

● 1 January 1972: 
 Pahang formed its own State Bar Committee, breaking away 

from Kelantan and Terengganu.  The total number of State Bar 
Committees increased to nine, with 18 representatives on the 
Bar Council.

● 1972: 
 The Advocates and Solicitors (Amendment) Act 1972 was passed 

following its approval in the 26th AGM, making subscriptions to 
the Bar Council and the State Bar Committees compulsory. 

On 15 May 1969, a state of Emergency was proclaimed throughout 
the country.

Over these years, numerous issues were also of concern to the 
legal profession.  These included a proposed Bill to limit appeals to 
the Privy Council, in respect of which an EGM was held on 22 July 
1965 and a resolution passed to urge the Malaysian Government to 
defer the introduction of the Bill6; backlog of court cases resulting 
in delays; advocating that the Bar Council be given prior notice 
or adequate opportunity to consider Bills which the Government 
intends to introduce in Parliament; the issue of “ambulance 
chasers” and contingency fees; as well as the death penalty under 
the Firearms (Increased Penalties) Act 1971. 

R R Chelliah passed away in 1989. 

6 An account of the events which transpired can be found in Justice Through Law: Fifty Years of the Malaysian Bar 
(1947–1997), Bar Council Malaysia.
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Chan Hua Eng held the position of Chairman 
of the Bar Council for the 1973–1974 term.  
In 1985, he was one of the members of the 
committee chaired by former Prime Minister 
Tun Hussein Onn to look into reviewing 
disciplinary proceedings under the LPA. 

During his term as Chairman, Chan Hua 
Eng pushed for the completion of the Bar’s 
proposed legal profession bill, which was 
to replace the 1947 Ordinance7.  The Bar’s 
proposed bill would be completed and 
submitted to the AG in 1974.

In addition, the Practice and Etiquette Rules 
and the Solicitors’ Account Rules were also 
being worked on.  The Solicitors’ Account 
Rules and the Accountant’s Certificate Rules 

7 George, V C (2017), Acceptance Speech by V C George, Recipient of the Malaysian Bar Lifetime Achievement Award 
2017. 

8 Clause 68(3) of the Legal Profession Bill 1975.

CHAN 
HUA ENG

1973–1974 

were gazetted on 29 August 1974 whilst the Practice and Etiquette 
Rules, after several rounds of circulation and discussion with Members of 
the Bar, would eventually be gazetted on 28 December 1978. 

The Bar Council in 1972 had also set up a subcommittee to look into 
establishing a compensation fund.  The fund would compensate 
members of the public who suffered losses as a result of breach of a trust 
by advocates and solicitors.  Provisions relating to the setting up of such 
a fund were incorporated into the Legal Profession Bill. 

In addition, with the constitution of Kuala Lumpur as a Federal Territory 
being discussed by the Government, the Bar Council made representations 
to the AG with regard to the legal effect this would have on Members of 
the Bar practising in Kuala Lumpur and Selangor, and their membership 
in the State Bar.  Provisions would eventually be incorporated into the 
Legal Profession Bill stipulating that Members of the Bar practising in the 
Federal Territory would be deemed to be members of the Selangor Bar8.  
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V C 
GEORGE

1974–1976

The relationship between the Bar and the 
Government, Attorney General, Prime Minister 
and the Bench was very good in those days.  
The Bar Council was always consulted on 
amendments to the law and its views were taken 
into account9. 

V C George was a member of the Bar Council for 
15 years (from 1965 to 1980), and its Chairman 
for the term 1974 to 1976. 

A significant milestone was achieved during V C 
George’s chairmanship, with the introduction of 
the LPA — a legislation that is still in force today — 
which replaced the 1947 Ordinance.  The drafting 
work of the LPA had begun seven or eight years 
prior, with the recognition of the need for the 
Ordinance to be amended as far back as 196810.  
It was finally completed and presented to the AG 
in 1974.  

Key Events 
Timeline
● 1974 to 1976: 
 The Bar’s proposed Legal 

Profession Act was presented 
to the AG in 1974, passed in 
Parliament, and subsequently 
gazetted in 1976. 

 
● October 1975: 
 ESCAR Regulations gazetted.

● 10 January 1976: 
 EGM held in regard to the ESCAR 

Regulations, amongst others.

● 14 October 1976: 
 Bar Council Secretariat moved into 

Wisma Central, Jalan Ampang.  An 
opening party was held the next 
day. 

● 2017: 
 Recipient of the Malaysian Bar 

Lifetime Achievement Award.

9 Justice Through Law: Fifty Years of the Malaysian Bar (1947–1997), Bar Council Malaysia. 
10 1967/1968 Annual Report of the Malaysian Bar.
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The Solicitors’ Account Rules and the Accountant’s Certificate Rules 
were gazetted on 29 August 1974, while the Practice and Etiquette 
Rules were in the midst of being finalised. 

On 2 October 1975, the Malaysian Government announced that 
the ESCAR Regulations were being introduced.  Despite concerns 
made by the Bar Council to the authorities, the ESCAR Regulations 
were gazetted on 4 October 1975.  In late October, the Bar Council 
submitted a memorandum which was circulated to all Members of 
Parliament, and on 4 November 1975, amendments were made 
to the ESCAR Regulations, reducing some of the initial drastic 
features of the Regulations.  Nevertheless, as concerns remained, on  
10 January 1976, the Malaysian Bar held an EGM to discuss the 
same, unanimously seeking for its repeal. 

In 1975/76, following the resolution of the AGM in 1973 to purchase 
office premises, the Bar Council purchased several lots at Wisma 
Central, Jalan Ampang, Kuala Lumpur and would eventually move in 
on 14 October 1976.

V C George was elevated to the Bench of the High Court of Malaya 
on 1 January 1981 and subsequently as the Judge of the Court of 
Appeal in September 1994. 

He was the recipient of the Malaysian Bar Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2017, whose citation can be read on the Malaysian Bar 
website. 

V C George is currently a Member of the Malaysian Bar. 
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RAJA AZIZ 
ADDRUSE

1976–1978
1988–1989
1992–1993

Raja Aziz Addruse, or “Ungku”, as he was fondly known within the Bar, 
served three separate terms as the President of the Malaysian Bar: 
1976–1978, 1988–1989 and 1992–1993.  He served as a member 
of Bar Council for a period of 21 years.

Ungku took over the presidency of the Bar from V C George in 1976.  
In late 1975, the ESCAR Regulations had come into force despite 
strong representations from the Bar against it on grounds that the 
Regulations violated basic principles of common law, denying an 
accused person of requisite safeguards against wrongful conviction.  
Several resolutions were passed by the Bar during this period. During 
its EGM in 1976, a “we regret” resolution was passed, calling for the 
repeal of the Regulations.  In 1977, following the death sentence12 
of a juvenile (a 14-year-old boy) who was tried under the ESCAR 

As a profession, the Bar is looked to by the public for advice on 
legal matters whether contentious or non-contentious for the 
purpose of ascertaining, establishing or enforcing rights.  In the 
performance of his professional duties as a lawyer, a member of 
the Bar may find himself having to represent his client against 
influential personalities, powerful organisations and even the 
Establishment; and if he is to do justice by his client, he must be 
prepared, and is, by rules of conduct and etiquette applicable to 
him, enjoined, to undertake his duties without fear or favour.  The 
need for the lawyer to act without fear or favour in advocating 
his client’s cause is evident if one considers the nature of his 
profession11. 

11 “Importance of the Independence of the Bar” by Raja Aziz Addruse (1983) 2 CLJ 181, as cited during the speech by 
Lim Chee Wee, President of the Malaysian Bar, at the Dedication and Naming Ceremony of the Raja Aziz Addruse 
Auditorium, Bar Council (29 October 2011). 

12 The sentence was eventually not carried out. It was commuted and the boy was eventually sent to a juvenile home. 
See Justice Through Law: Fifty Years of the Malaysian Bar (1947–1997), Bar Council Malaysia, and Abdul Rahim Said, The 
October Boycott: Its Causes, Consequences and Implications for Legal Practice in Malaysia (1981) XIV INSAF 23.
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Human Rights Seminar to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights (9 and 10 December 1988), declared open by YTM Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al 
Haj (both pictures) (Raja Aziz Addruse: third from right)

Regulations, an EGM was convened on 18 October and 
it would be resolved that “… all members of the Bar of the 
States of Malaya be advised not to appear in trials under the 
Essential (Security Cases) (Amendment) Regulations 1975 …”. 

For the next two and a half years, the Malaysian Bar would 
face immense pressure from the authorities over the 
stand it took, including the amendments to the LPA which 
contained provisions concerning the disqualification of 
Bar Members from serving on the Bar Council or a State 
Bar Committee, or of any committee of the Bar Council or 
a State Bar Committee in certain circumstances (inserted 
as section 46A of the LPA), a similar ban on Members 
of the Bar with fewer than seven years of practice, and 
the imposition of a raised quorum of one-fifth the total 
membership for any general meeting of the Bar. At its 
AGM in 1978, the Bar would express its regret over the 
passing of these amendments.  

Section 46A(1)(b) and (c) of the LPA remains in our statute.  
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13 Leong, Christopher (2012), Speech by Christopher Leong, Vice-President of the Malaysian Bar, at the presentation of 
the inaugural Malaysian Bar Lifetime Achievement Award (Malaysian Bar Annual Dinner and Dance, 10 Mar 2012), 
https://tinyurl.com/3es86bht (accessed on 26 February 2021).

Malaysian Bar Annual Dinner and Dance 1992 

Taking up the mantle of leadership again 
for a term in 1988 to 1989, Ungku carried 
the Bar through a tumultuous period — 
the 1988 Judicial Crisis.  In May 1988, 
the Lord President and five judges of the 
Supreme Court were suspended.  This 
would eventually culminate in the dismissal 
of the Lord President, Tun Salleh Abas, and 
two of the five judges.  The Malaysian Bar 
would subsequently resolve, in an EGM      
held on 9 July 1988, to institute contempt 
proceedings against the Acting Lord President, Tan Sri Hamid Omar. 

In the defence of a strong and independent Bar, Ungku appeared as 
lead counsel for (a) Param Cumaraswamy who, as the Secretary of the 
Malaysian Bar in 1985, was charged in the High Court with sedition; (b) 
Manjeet Singh Dhillon, the Secretary of the Malaysian Bar, who was cited 
for contempt of the Supreme Court in 1989 for statements he had made 
in an affidavit in the performance of the duties of his office; and (c) the 
Malaysian Bar in an application (in the High Court and in the subsequent 
appeal to the Supreme Court) to challenge the constitutionality of the 
amendment to the LPA, which provided that advocates and solicitors 
of fewer than seven years’ standing at the Malaysian Bar could not 
be members of the Bar Council or a State Bar Committee, or of any 
committee of the Bar Council or a State Bar Committee13. 
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During Ungku’s last term as President in 1992 to 1993, the 
Professional Indemnity Insurance Scheme requiring all Members of 
the Bar to be insured under a Master Policy would come into force, 
and the compulsory ethics lecture programme would be introduced 
for all pupils commencing pupillage. 

Ungku passed away in 2011. 

He was posthumously conferred the Malaysian Bar Lifetime 
Achievement Award at its inaugural ceremony in 2012.  The citation 
can be found on the Malaysian Bar website.

As a mark of honour, and in recognition of Ungku’s contributions to 
the legal fraternity and the nation, the Bar Council decided to name its 
auditorium the “Raja Aziz Addruse Auditorium” as well as to initiate a 
memorial lecture series in his name.  The small but meaningful naming 
and dedication ceremony took place on 29 October 2011.  On the 
same day, the Malaysian Bar held the inaugural Raja Aziz Addruse 
Memorial Lecture, which is now held biennially in conjunction with 
the Bar’s International Malaysia Law Conference.

Launch of the Bar Council Professional Indemnity Insurance Scheme (1992) 
(Raja Aziz Addruse: second from right)
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ABDULLAH 
A RAHMAN

1978–1980 

Abdullah b Dato Haji Abdul Rahman, or known to most as “Che Lah”, 
was the longest-serving Chairman of the Johore Bar (1970–1981).  He 
was elected as the President of the Malaysian Bar during the 1978–
1980 term. 

Over the course of the Bar’s existence, the Bar Council has, from time to 
time, issued rulings relating to matters of practice and etiquette.  They 
are made in order to maintain and/or clarify fundamental principles 
required in preserving the professionalism, integrity and dignity of the 
legal profession.  They are now known as the Rules and Rulings of the 
Bar Council. 

It was during Che Lah’s time that all the Rulings were first compiled 
into a book and was made available at the Bar Council Secretariat for 
reference of Members of the Bar.
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The idea for the Bar to have a building of its own was first sown at 
the 4th Malaysian Law Conference, held in 1977 — a suggestion by the 
Lord President during the event’s closing ceremony.  A subcommittee 
was thus appointed to look for suitable premises and report on ways 
and means of effecting it.  In 1979, the Bar Council levied a sum of 
RM100 on each Member of the Bar for this purpose (“Building Fund”).  
The Bar Council also wrote to the Prime Minister requesting a site that 
was formerly occupied by the Election Commission to be allotted to the 
Bar Council.  Due to lack of response, feasibility of other sites would 
eventually be explored instead. 

Under the 1947 Ordinance as well as the LPA (as first enacted), the period 
of pupillage was prescribed as 12 months.  In 1978/79, the Bar Council 
adopted its Chambering Subcommittee’s proposal that pupillage should 
be reduced to nine months, as well as provisions relating to “short calls”.  
These proposals would eventually be sent to the AG for amendments to 
be made to the LPA, and effected via the Legal Profession (Amendment) 
Act 1983. 

Furthermore, strong representations were also made to the Government 
for the repeal of the amendments to the LPA which disqualifies all 
Members of fewer than seven years’ standing, Members of Parliament 
and leaders of political parties from being elected to the Bar Council or 
a State Bar Committee, or being a member of any committee of the Bar 
Council or a State Bar Committee.  

The Bar Council also submitted a memorandum setting out its concerns 
on the condition of detainees detained under the ISA. 

The Legal Profession (Practice and Etiquette) Rules 1978 were gazetted 
on 28 December 1978. 

Abdullah A Rahman passed away in 1987; his obituary can be read in 
Praxis: The Chronicle of the Malaysian Bar (Jan–June 2015 issue). 

In 2015, the Johore Bar Auditorium was renamed the Abdullah A Rahman 
Auditorium, in honour of his services. 
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G T S 
SIDHU

1980–1982 

... time is a great healer ...14 

G T S Sidhu, popularly known as “Tara”, was a Bar 
Council member for many (over 20) years, since 
joining in 1968 and until his passing in 1993.  He 
was the President of the Malaysian Bar from 1980 
to 1982. 

It was during his term that the Government began 
to require the use of Bahasa Malaysia in all legal 
proceedings, pursuant to the policies at that time.  
This resulted in: 

(1) proposed amendments to the LPA to require 
those seeking admission to the High Court of 
Malaya after 1 January 1984, to pass a test in 
Bahasa Malaysia; and

 

Key Events 
Timeline
● April 1981: 
 Two EGMs called to discuss 

amendments to the Societies 
Act 1966 and Constitution, but 
aborted due to lack of quorum.

● 7 April 1981: 
 At the Parliament House, G T S 

Sidhu sought to present the Bar 
Council’s memorandum on the 
Societies Act 1966 amendments to 
the Home Minister.

● 1 August 1981: 
 First “Executive Director” of the 

Bar Council appointed.

● September/October 1981: 
 Practice Circular issued by the 

Courts regarding the use of Bahasa 
Malaysia in the Courts. 

14 A letter by K Chandra published in Infoline (November/December 1993, page 5) on the late G T S Sidhu.  It is said 
that, “His favourite saying in situations of this nature was ‘Time is a Great Healer’.  That was the touchstone of his life ... 
absorbing all the knocks and letting time heal but never giving up.”
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(2) the use of Bahasa Malaysia in the Courts.  The Bar engaged 
with the Courts, proposing that Practice Circular (12 and 13 of 
1981)15 issued to that effect should not come into force until 
at least 1 January 1982, in order to give Members of the Bar 
more time to increase their knowledge of Bahasa Malaysia.   
A committee consisting of representatives from the Bar, University 
of Malaya, Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka, AGC and National University 
of Malaysia (Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia) was formed to discuss 
any issues pertaining to this transition.  

In April 1981, two EGMs were called (although no quorum was reached) 
to discuss the Government’s proposed amendments to the Societies Act 
1966  — due to concerns that the proposed amendments would result 
in more control over the activities of societies registered in Malaysia — 
as well as amendments to the Constitution (collectively, “amendments”).  
G T S Sidhu sought to present the Bar Council’s memorandum on the 
amendments to the Home Minister at the Parliament House.  Forty-two 
Members of the Bar who were present then were charged for unlawful 
assembly.  Subsequently, they were found guilty, admonished and 
discharged under section 173A of the Criminal Procedure Code16.  

Following the resolution of the House at the AGM in 1980 for the 
appointment of a Director of the Bar Council, the first “Executive Director” 
of the Bar Council was appointed on 1 August 1981.
 

15 Pekeliling Pendaftar (U) Bil. 13 Tahun 1981, Jabatan Kehakiman Mahkamah Persekutuan Kuala Lumpur; and
 Pekeliling Pendaftar (U) Bil. 12 Tahun 1981, Jabatan Kehakiman Mahkamah Persekutuan Kuala Lumpur.
16 Infoline (July/Aug/Sept 2004), page 1.  A detailed account of the event can be found in Justice Through Law: Fifty Years 

of the Malaysian Bar (1947–1997), Bar Council Malaysia. 

Official opening of the Bar Council building on Jalan Tun Perak 
(12 September 1987) (G T S Sidhu: fourth from left)
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The Bar Council records showed that as at February 1982, a total of 
63 articled clerks were registered, following the coming into force of 
the Legal Profession (Articled Clerks) Rules 1979 on 28 December 
1979, which allowed qualifying persons to pursue their law career 
through articles of clerkship. 

G T S Sidhu passed away in 1993.  The Bar Council, in a letter sent to 
his widow in 1993, said as follows: 

Many times when we were perplexed, he [G.T.S. Sidhu] would call to 
aid a Punjabi saying and dissolve us into laughter while showing us 
the way.  He taught us what belief was and how to stand firm in the 
face of the most powerful of onslaughts from the high and mighty.  
The benefit of his years of experience at the Bar and in the Council 
was always generously available even to the newest member of the 
Bar.

Farewell Dinner in honour of the retirement of (the late) Lord President, DYMM 
Paduka Seri Sultan Azlan Shah (17 July 1984) (G T S Sidhu: second from right) 

The 10th LAWASIA Conference (29 June to 4 July 1987) (G T S Sidhu: right)
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S 
SIVASUBRAMANIAN 

1982–1984  

Key Events 
Timeline
● 2 August 1982: 
 LAC commenced operations.

● 4 February 1983: 
 Levy of RM100 — being annual 

subscription to LAC — was 
adopted.

● June 1983: 
 Terengganu Bar was severed from 

Kelantan Bar; representatives from 
the Terengganu Bar Committee 
began attending Bar Council 
meetings from June onwards.

● 27 February 1984: 
 The Bar Council Library moved into 

its new premises at the “Bar Room”, 
High Court building.S Sivasubramanian served as the President of the 

Malaysian Bar for two terms, from 1982 to 1984.  
It was during this time that the Bar Council LAC 
proudly commenced operations on 2 August 
1982, with its office at the Industrial Court in Kuala 
Lumpur (which was kindly made available free of 
rent by the Industrial Court President).  Thereafter, 
it moved to the premises of the Bar Council 
Secretariat in Wisma Central on 11 December 
1982. 

The LAC began with 67 volunteer lawyers.  By 
1984, this number had grown to 147.  In addition 
to the centre, evening clinics were also held in 
Brickfields and Jalan Loke Yew, running from  
8:00 pm to 10:00 pm during certain days of the 
month. 

Efforts to promote legal literacy were also 
conducted with volunteer lawyers giving talks 
on labour law to mining and estate workers in 
Kuala Selangor, while posters were actively being 
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distributed: 600 posters were forwarded to 
the Director-General of Postal Services who 
agreed to have them put up at post offices 
nationwide, 150 framed posters were put up in 
police stations in Selangor and Kuala Lumpur, 
and others were forwarded to hospitals and 
the Member of Parliament of KL-Bandar for 
dissemination. 

Volunteer lawyers also gave talks in Bahasa 
Malaysia, Mandarin and Tamil on Radio 
Malaysia to publicise the existence of the LAC.  
In addition, since October 1983, two news 
media, Nanyang Press and Sin Chew Jit Poh 
Press, provided free advertising (two insertions 
per week) to the LAC, which was to run for six 
months. 

Draft amendments to the LPA were also being 
worked on to give entity to the LAC.  These 
were submitted to the AGC at the end of 
November 1983. 

The statistics as at 31 August 1983 indicated 
that LAC received 423 cases (since 2 August 
1982), with an average of 32.5 cases a month; 
the most common subjects involved were 
criminal, family and employment. 

At the AGM on 4 February 1983, a resolution 
on the imposition of a levy of RM100, being 
annual subscription to the LAC, was adopted.

In other matters: 

The Terengganu Bar was severed from the 
Kelantan Bar in 1983. 

The Bar Council Library, which was situated in 
the Bar Council Secretariat at Wisma Central, 
moved to the “Bar Room” in the High Court 
building and officially opened on 27 February 
1984.  The new premises provided more 
space and enabled the Library Committee 
to purchase additional books to augment its 
collection; the count at that time was 1,715 
books, including law reports and journals. 

A four-storey building at Subang Jaya Town 
was purchased with the intention for it to be 
rented out and to be sold, should there be a 
good offer, so that a more suitable building as 
the Bar Council premises could be obtained. 

S Sivasubramanian passed away in 1995. 

Annual Dinner and Dance of the Malaysian Bar 1992 (S Sivasubramanian: middle) 
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RONALD 
KHOO TENG SWEE

1984–1986

Key Events 
Timeline
● August 1984: 
 Pahang LAC opened.

● 1 January 1985: 
 Abolition of the right of appeal to 

the Privy Council.

● 17 February 1985: 
 Johore LAC opened, officiated by 

the Menteri Besar of Johore.

● March 1985: 
 Perak LAC opened. 

● 21 September 1985: 
 EGM expressing, amongst others, 

concern for death sentencing and 
matters in connection therewith, 
and to call for the repeal of the 
ESCAR Regulations.

● 13 November 1985: 
 Appointment of the Bar 

(Disciplinary Proceedings) Review 
Committee.

Ronald Khoo was active in the work of the Bar 
even prior to his presidency.  Despite developing 
a busy legal practice at his firm, he held various 
positions in the Bar from 1965 to 1986. 

He was Secretary of the Malaysian Bar from 1965 
to 1966, Chairman of the Selangor Bar Committee 
from 1975 to 1977, Vice-President of the 
Malaysian Bar from 1983 to 1984, and culminating 
in his election as President of the Malaysian Bar for 
the 1984–1986 term. 

It was during the second term of his presidency 
that the Malaysian Bar started producing the 
President’s Report section in its Annual Reports, a 
tradition that has continued until today. 

Soon after the establishment of the Bar Council 
LAC as well as an evening legal aid clinic in 
Penang in 1982, State Bars began to follow suit 
in establishing LAC branches.  Pahang opened in 
August 1984; Johore in February 1985; and Perak 
in March 1985.
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On 21 September 1985, an EGM was held, with up to 16 motions 
being received.  The resolutions passed included those in regard to the 
death sentence handed down on Sim Kie Chon and appealing to the 
Yang di-Pertuan Agong to exercise the Royal prerogative to grant him 
a reprieve, as well as the death sentence for charges under the ISA and 
possession of firearms / ammunition.

In the same year, on 13 November 1985, the Bar Council appointed 
the Bar (Disciplinary Proceedings) Review Committee chaired by former 
Prime Minister Tun Hussein Onn, to review the existing machinery to 
discipline errant and recalcitrant lawyers and to make the appropriate 
recommendations, to handle such matters.  The 
report would be completed and submitted to the 
Bar Council in 1986.

Two memoranda were submitted by the Bar Council 
in relation to the Dangerous Drugs (Amendment 
Bill) in 1984.  Whereas in 1985, the Bar noted with 
regret the passing of the Dangerous Drugs (Special 
Preventive Measures) (Amendment) Bill 1985 by 
the Dewan Rakyat without much debate, despite 
a telegram sent by the Bar Council to the Deputy 
Minister for Home Affairs expressing its grave 
concerns on the proposed amendments. 

Ronald Khoo passed away in 1998. 

Farewell Dinner in honour of the retirement of 
(the late) Lord President, DYMM Paduka Seri 
Sultan Azlan Shah (17 July 1984) (both pictures) 
(Ronald Khoo: right) 
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PARAM 
CUMARASWAMY

1986–1988 

People should not be made to feel that in 
our society today the severity of the law is 
only meant for the poor, the meek and the 
unfortunate, whereas the rich, powerful and the 
influential can somehow seek to avoid the same 
severity17. 

Key Events 
Timeline
● 24 October 1986: 
 EGM to discuss the Official Secrets 

(Amendment) Bill.

● 19 December 1986: 
 Report of the Bar (Disciplinary 

Proceedings) Review Committee, 
chaired by Tun Hussein Onn, 
submitted to the Bar Council. 

● 1 January 1987: 
 Official Secrets (Amendment) Act 

1986 brought into force.
 
● 27 November 1987: 
 EGM to discuss ISA arrests. 

● 1987/1988: 
 Bar Council established a 

“Scholarship Fund”, to be awarded 
to needy students. 

● 1987: 
 Bar Council inked its purchase of 

a new building on Jalan Tun Perak, 
and the Bar Council Secretariat 
moved there.  Official opening was 
held on 12 September 1987.

● 2018: 
 Recipient of the Malaysian Bar 

Lifetime Achievement Award.

Param Cumaraswamy was a member of the Bar 
Council for 24 years consecutively, beginning in 
1974, including holding the position of Treasurer 
(1974–1975), Secretary (1975–1978), and Vice-
President (1984–1986), before helming the 
position of the President of the Malaysian Bar 
(1986–1988).  He continued to serve as a Bar 
Council member until 1998. 

In November 1985, the Bar Council of its own 
accord, appointed a Bar (Disciplinary Proceedings) 
Review Committee to examine the provisions of 
the LPA relating to disciplinary proceedings of the 

17 Thiru, Steven and Mathew, David Dinesh (2018), Citation for Param Cumaraswamy | Recipient of the Malaysian Bar 
Lifetime Achievement Award 2018, https://tinyurl.com/ema4bm6k (accessed on 26 February 2021).
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legal profession.  The Review Committee was chaired by Tun Hussein 
Onn and included Param in his capacity as Vice-President (November 
1985–March 1986) and President (April–December 1986), amongst 
other esteemed members. 

The report of the Review Committee — submitted to the Bar Council 
on 19 December 1986 — proposed the establishment of a Complaints 
Secretariat and its Director, as the administrative body dealing with 
complaints against advocates and solicitors, and for such body to 
be separate from, and independent of, the Bar Council.  With these 
recommendations, the Legal Profession (Amendment) Act 1992 
would come into force in 1992 and, amongst others, establish the 
Disciplinary Board. 

It was also during Param’s term 
of presidency that the Bar 
inked its purchase of a building, 
moving into the heart of the city 
of Kuala Lumpur on Jalan Tun 
Perak — a two-storey building 
situated close to the Court, 
at that time.  One of the key 
considerations was the proximity 
of the Bar Council’s premises to 
the Courts, for the convenience 
of Members of the Bar.

Official opening of the Bar Council building on Jalan Tun Perak (12 September 1987) 
(Param Cumaraswamy: third from right)

The 10th LAWASIA Conference (29 June to 4 July 1987)
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In 1986, the Official Secrets (Amendment) Bill was introduced 
amid wide concerns shared by both the Bar Council and public 
interest groups.  In response, the Malaysian Bar held an EGM on  
24 October 1986 to seek the views of the general body.  
Unanimous resolutions were passed at the EGM which was then 
distributed to the press and Members of Parliament.  Param, as the 
President of the Malaysian Bar, also attended numerous forums 
organised in various states throughout the country to discuss the 
Bill.  Despite such efforts, the Bill was passed and brought into 
force on 1 January 1987.

During the months of October 
and November 1987, numerous 
persons (numbering about 106) 
were arrested under the ISA 
(“detainees”), in addition to the 
revocation of publishing licences 
of four newspapers at that time.  
An EGM was called and took place 
on 27 November 1987 in relation 
to these unfolding events.  During 
this time, the Bar Council, with the 
assistance of several Members of 
the Bar, attended to the needs of 
the detainees and sought for their 
early release. 

The Bar Council established a 
“Scholarship Fund” to award 
annual scholarships to needy students.  Four were selected in 
1988 following interviews; two were awarded RM2,000 each, and 
RM1,000 for the remaining two. 

Param was the recipient of the Malaysian Bar Lifetime Achievement 
Award 2018, whose citation can be found on the Malaysian Bar 
website. 

Param is currently a Member of the Bar. 

Human Rights Seminar to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (9 and 10 December 1988)



32

S 
THEIVANTHIRAN

1989–1991 

S Theivanthiran’s election as the President of the 
Malaysian Bar, which would be for two terms, 
coincided with the most controversial task in the 
history of the Malaysian legal profession, ie the 
filing of contempt proceedings against the Lord 
President for obstruction of justice.  The action 
was taken after an EGM was convened on 22 April 
1989 to discuss the motion calling on Members of 
the Bar to reconsider the resolution of the EGM 
held on 9 July 1988.  This motion was defeated. 

The application for leave to file contempt 
proceedings was, as expected, dismissed by the 
Court.  However, the Secretary of the Malaysian 
Bar, Manjeet Singh Dhillon (who would helm the 
position of the President of the Malaysian Bar after 
Theivanthiran), faced contempt proceedings for 
having signed the affidavit on behalf of the Bar in 
connection therewith18. 

Key Events 
Timeline
● 18 June 1988: 
 EGM in relation to the 1988 

Judicial Crisis, expressing concern 
about the unfolding events.

● 9 July 1988: 
 EGM in relation to the 1988 

Judicial Crisis, resolving, amongst 
others, to institute contempt 
proceedings against the Acting 
Lord President.  

● 22 April 1989: 
 EGM to reconsider the resolution 

of the EGM held on 9 July 1988.

● 18 to 20 May 1989: 
 The first series of the Malaysia/

Singapore Law Games.

● 27 May 1989: 
 EGM to express solidarity with its 

Secretary, Manjeet Singh Dhillon, in 
connection with the Bar’s filing of 
contempt proceedings against the 
Lord President.

● 7 October 1989: 
 LAC established in Kelantan.

● 30 March 1990: 
 Section 8 of the National Language 

Act 1963/67 brought into force.

● 7 April 1990: 
 Agreement entered into for the 

purchase of the property at No 3, 
Jalan Tun Perak.

18 An account of the events which transpired can be found in Justice Through Law: Fifty Years of the Malaysian Bar 
(1947–1997), Bar Council Malaysia.
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As a result of the resolution against the Lord President, the Malaysia/
Singapore Annual Bench and Bar Games 1988 was cancelled as the 
Malaysian contingent could not be led by the Lord President as was 
traditionally done.  The series was thus renamed the Malaysia/Singapore 
Law Games, participated in by only the legal community, in efforts to 
maintain the close rapport established in the last 19 years since the 
Games were first established.  The first series of the Malaysia/Singapore 
Law Games was held in Singapore from 18 to 20 May 1989. 

Section 8 of the National Language Act 1963/67 was brought into force 
on 30 March 1990, requiring the use of the national language in all 
proceedings in the Courts.  A Practice Note was drawn up to cover the 
interim period, and implementation of the amended Rules of the High 
Court 1980 (in force then) was deferred to 1 June 1990 following several 
meetings between the Bar Council and the Chief Justice, highlighting the 
problems encountered by Members of the Bar.
  

Human Rights Seminar to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (9 and 10 December 1988) 
(S Theivanthiran: second from left)
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It was also during this period that the Bar began to take notice of 
the rapid growth in the profession, with the admission of 454 new 
Members of the Bar in 1990, compared to 299 in 1988, and 356 in 
1989.  The increase was attributed to the recognition of additional law 
degrees from various law institutions in Malaysia and Australia, and 
the large number of people undertaking the external LLB programme. 

The Bar Council purchased the adjoining property at No 3, Jalan Tun 
Perak, and sold its Wisma Central and Subang Jaya properties. 

The following Rules were promulgated in an effort to curb malpractice 
and protect the interest of the public:

(1) Bar (Disciplinary Proceedings) Rules;
(2) Professional Indemnity Insurance Scheme; and
(3) Solicitors’ Account Rules 1990, Accountant’s Report Rules 1990, 

and Solicitors’ Accounts (Deposit Interest) Rules 1990.

The Kelantan State Bar would establish its LAC on 7 October 1989, 
bringing the number of LACs throughout the various States in the 
country to nine. 

Annual Dinner and Dance of the Malaysian Bar 1993 (S Theivanthiran: middle)
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MANJEET SINGH 
DHILLON

1991–1992

Key Events 
Timeline
● 10 to 12 October 1991: 
 The 9th biennial Malaysian Law 

Conference, held at the Hilton 
Kuala Lumpur, was officiated by 
Tun M Suffian b Hashim, former 
Lord President of Malaysia.  
Manjeet Singh Dhillon gave the 
keynote address entitled “The Legal 
Profession — Back to the Future”.

● April 1992: 
 The Legal Profession (Amendment) 

Act 1992 gazetted. 

● June 1992: 
 The Legal Profession (Professional 

Liability) (Insurance) Rules 1992 
gazetted.

During Manjeet Singh’s tenure, the Bar 
witnessed several milestones concerning the 
legal profession, such as the passing of the 
Legal Profession (Amendment) Act 1992.  The 
Act contained new Disciplinary Proceedings 
Rules and introduced mandatory professional 
indemnity insurance for Members of the Bar, 
operative from 1 July 1992. 

The Act also allowed the historic separation 
of the Selangor and Federal Territory Bars, 
whilst the Solicitors’ Account Rules 1990, 
Accountant’s Report Rules 1990, and 
Solicitors’ Accounts (Deposit Interest) Rules 
1990 provided for more stringent checks on 
the client accounts maintained by Members of 
the Bar. 
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Threats to the independence of the legal profession briefly resurfaced, 
with proposals by the Government to amend the LPA, including a 
suggestion for the “appointment” of the AG as Chairman of the Bar 
Council.  These proposals did not see the light of day and the Bar has 
continued to guard its independence and keep constant vigilance over 
any such proposals. 

The Bar Council Computerisation Committee was formed in August 
1991 to look into the requirements relating to, and the use of, 
computers for the Bar Council Secretariat and Bar Council Library.  
An analysis was carried out regarding the outdated system in the 
Secretariat and its future requirements, with necessary upgrading to 
the present systems conducted. 

Manjeet Singh Dhillon is currently a Member of the Bar.

Manjeet Singh at the Human Rights Seminar to 
commemorate the 40th anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (9 and 10 December 1988)
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ZAINUR 
ZAKARIA

1993–1995 

What happened in the past should not be 
an obstacle to the Bar in the discharge of its 
duty and responsibilities.  It is an obligation 
for the Council to ensure that the profession is 
honourable, dignified and disciplined and also 
that the administration of justice in the Courts 
is conducted fairly in the interest of the Bar and 
that of the public.

Key Events 
Timeline
● 1 August 1992: 
 Compulsory ethics lecture 

programme introduced for all pupils 
commencing pupillage after this 
date.

● 1 September 1993: 
 Catherine Eu was appointed as 

Executive Director. 

● 23 September 1994:
 Memorandum on “Seeking Quality 

on Legal Education Reform and 
Qualifications for Entry into the 
Legal Profession” submitted to the 
AG.

● 29 October 1994: 
 LAC in Terengganu is established.

Zainur Zakaria assumed the position of President 
of the Malaysian Bar for two terms, from 1993 to 
1995. 

Throughout 1993, the Bar Council paid courtesy 
calls on several members of the administration — 
Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim, the recently appointed 
Deputy Prime Minister; the AG; the Solicitor 
General; and the Senior Assistant Commissioner 
of the Royal Malaysia Police (Deputy Director of 
Criminal Investigation Department in charge of 
commercial crimes). 
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It was emphasised in these engagements that 
the Bar Council has neither any ulterior motive 
nor any political interest, and that it is only 
duty-bound to act and defend fundamental 
principles in its role as guardian of the rule of 
law in a developing nation, such as was done 
during the 1988 Judicial Crisis.  

Significant increase in the admission of 
Members of the Bar (annual growth was 
estimated at 25% then) coupled with the 
noticeable decline in the standard and quality 
of the profession was a matter of grave concern to the Bar Council during this time.  Following 
measures taken by the Bar Council in the previous year which required all pupils commencing 
pupillage after 1 August 1992 to undergo a compulsory ethics lecture programme, the Legal 
Education Reform Committee was appointed to prepare a memorandum relating to standards 
and quality of the legal profession.  Zainur Zakaria himself was Chairman of the Committee whilst 
Cyrus Das (who would later become President of the Malaysian Bar) was Vice-Chairman.  

The memorandum, entitled “Seeking Quality on Legal 
Education Reform and Qualifications for Entry into 
the Legal Profession”, was completed and submitted 
to the AG on 23 September 1994 for consideration 
of the LPQB, known then as the “Qualifying Board”). 

An LAC opened in Terengganu, with the ceremony 
taking place on 29 October 1994.  After more than  
10 years since the Malaysian Bar’s legal aid 
programme commenced, LACs now exist in all states 
of Peninsular Malaysia. 

With the coming into force of the Professional 
Indemnity Insurance Scheme requiring all Members 

Malaysian Bar Annual Dinner and Dance 1992

3rd LAWASIA Labour Law Conference 
(20 to 22 August 1992)
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of the Bar to be insured under the Master Policy effective 1 July 1992 
(with a transitional period of one year), statewide roadshows took place 
in November 1993 to meet Members of the Bar and explain the workings 
and nature of the professional indemnity insurance scheme, how it was 
set up and how it operates, as well as an open session for questions and 
discussions.

The Rules and Rulings of the Bar Council were published in a booklet and 
circulated to all Members of the Bar, while the task of updating these 
Rules and Rulings with a view to bringing them in line with the present 
trends of the time were also being undertaken. 

Catherine Eu was appointed as Executive Director with effect from  
1 September 1993.  She had been serving the Council since 1966. 

Zainur Zakaria is currently a Member of the Bar.

(Zainur Zakaria: second from right)

Launch of the Bar Council Professional Indemnity Insurance Scheme (1992) 
(both pictures) (Zainur Zakaria: third from right)
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HENDON 
MOHAMED

1995–1997

As the Bar celebrates its 50th Anniversary, 
it looks back with pride over its consistently 
unwavering commitment and conviction in 
upholding the rule of law which it is morally and 
statutorily bound to perform.  The years have 
been fraught with trying and tumultuous times 
but the Bar has always stood firm for just causes 
in trying to maintain the dignity and integrity of 
the legal system and the profession and preserve 
the Rule of Law.

Key Events 
Timeline
● 1995: 
 Submission of the Bar’s proposed 

Publicity Rules to the AG.

● 18 March 1995: 
 New guidelines on qualifications 

and requirements for eligibility for 
CLP.

● 21 September 1996: 
 EGM during which Members of the 

Bar voted to oppose any move to 
curb the independence of the Bar.

● 7 January 1997: 
 First website of the Malaysian Bar 

launched. 

● 1997: 
 Malaysian Bar celebrates its 50th 

anniversary.

Prior to becoming the first female President of 
the Malaysian Bar, Hendon served as Secretary 
of the Malaysian Bar from 1991 to 1993, and 
Vice-President from 1993 to 1995.  Towards the 
end of her second term of presidency, in 1997, 
the Malaysian Bar proudly celebrated its 50th 
anniversary.  On 7 January 1997, what could 
be called the first (preliminary) website of the 
Malaysian Bar was launched by the Bar Council 
in conjunction with the milestone.  It consisted of 
three pages. 
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A proposal was made by the AG to widen 
representation in the Bar Council to 
include qualified persons employed in the 
Judicial and Legal Services, Government, 
corporate sectors and academia.  An 
EGM was convened on 21 September 
1996, during which Members of the Bar 
voted to oppose any move to curb the 
independence of the Bar.  A “Memorandum 
on the Independence of the Bar and 
the Legal Profession in Malaysia” was 
subsequently forwarded to the authorities 
concerned. 

During Hendon’s term as President of the 
Malaysian Bar, a draft copy of the publicity 
rules was forwarded to the AG for approval.  The Bar Council 
would continue to engage with the AG and AGC over several 
years to finalise the draft.  These rules would finally be gazetted as 
the Legal Profession (Publicity) Rules 2001.

Malaysian Bar Annual Dinner and Dance 1993 

3rd LAWASIA Labour Law Conference (20 to 22 August 1992) 
(Hendon: second from right)
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To assist the family in the event of a Member of the Bar’s death, the Bar 
Council proposed to set up a Benevolent Fund, which could be used 
for the education of the children and welfare of those who require 
assistance.  This would bear fruit with the launch of the Benevolent 
Fund later in 1997.

After careful study and taking into account the memorandum prepared 
and submitted by the Bar Council, the LPQB went on to introduce the 
“New Guidelines on Qualifications and Requirements for Eligibility for 
CLP” for law graduates from the United Kingdom.  These guidelines, 
issued on 18 March 1995, were intended to ensure the quality of the 
entrants to the legal profession.

Hendon continues to contribute to the Bar and the Bar Council 
after her presidency.  She has since served 30 consecutive years in 
the Council, and will also do so for the upcoming 2021/22 term.  
Hendon continues to generously give her effort and time to matters 
involving pupils in chambers, particularly in delivering the Ethics and 
Professional Standards Course.  She was in fact a member of the Ethics 
Committee set up by the Bar Council in the 90s, and was involved 
in the formulation of the Ethics programme which was then made 
compulsory for all pupils commencing pupillage after 1 August 1992. 

Launch of the Bar Council Professional Indemnity Insurance Scheme (1992)
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CYRUS 
DAS

1997–1999

The power to punish for contempt of court is 
for good reason to be sparingly exercised by the 
courts and is reserved for only those cases where 
parties, lawyers or witnesses have behaved 
contumaciously and have deliberately attempted 
to obstruct the administration of justice.

Key Events 
Timeline
● 1997: 
w Establishment of the Bar’s 

Benevolent Fund;
w Establishment of a Mediation 

Panel to resolve law firm 
partnership disputes; and

w Establishment of the Bar 
Council National Young Lawyers 
Committee.

● June 1997:  
 Justice Through Law: Fifty Years of 

the Malaysian Bar (1947–1997) was 
published.

● 16 to 20 October 1997: 
 The Malaysia/Singapore Law 

Games series was restored to its 
former status as the Malaysia/
Singapore Bench and Bar Games.

● November 1997: 
 First ever Moot Competition for 

students held at the Moot Court 
Room Faculty of the University of 
Malaya. 

● 22 November 1997: 
 Whilst the Malaysian Bar and the 

Law Society of Singapore have 
been involved in sporting activities 
on a joint-basis for a long time, the 
respective officials of the governing 
bodies had not met formally until 
22 November 1997, when a 
meeting between the two bodies 
was held to review further areas of 
cooperation. 

The Bar celebrated its 50th anniversary during 
Cyrus’s presidency. Cyrus spearheaded the 
publication and was also the editor of the book 
Justice Through Law: Fifty Years of the Malaysian Bar 
(1947–1997).

In anticipation of the publicity rules which the Bar 
had submitted to the AG back in 1995, the Rules 
and Rulings of the Bar Council were updated to be 
in harmony and to ensure that there would be no 
conflict between the two.  The Rules and Rulings 
of the Bar Council, Conveyancing Practice Rulings, 
and manual on “How To Run Your Practice” were 
incorporated and published, and distributed to all 
Members of the Bar. 
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● 1998: 
 The Bar’s website became fully 

operational in the later part of 
1998. The Bar also published  
Legal Directory 1998, with 10,000 
copies printed.

● 10 October 1998: 
 EGM during which several 

resolutions were passed including 
calls to abolish the ISA and other 
preventive detention laws, and for 
the appointment of an independent 
RCI into the assault on the former 
Deputy Prime Minister. 

● 11 December 1998: 
 The Bar Council submitted a 

Memorandum to the Prime 
Minister’s Department calling for 
a repeal of the ISA and other laws 
providing for detention without 
trial. 

The Bar Council also established a Mediation 
Panel consisting of senior lawyers.  The object 
of the Mediation Panel is to resolve partnership 
disputes without having to resort to litigation. 

The Bar Council National Young Lawyers 
Committee was established in 1997 as a 
way to provide a forum for young lawyers to 
discuss concerns pertaining to their livelihood, 
and to search for solutions to these problems 
through the Bar Council. 

It was during Cyrus’s presidency that a 
resolution was passed during the AGM in 
1998 that section 46(A)(1)(a) of the LPA be 
amended to enable members of the Malaysian 
Bar of fewer than seven years’ standing to 
qualify to be members of the Bar Council or 
a State Bar Committee, or of any committee 
of the Bar Council or a State Bar Committee.  
This cemented the position the Bar Council 
had always taken to abolish this “seven years” 
requirement.  

In September 1998, a crisis developed in the 
country with the abrupt dismissal from office 
of the former Deputy Prime Minister, resulting 

Malaysian Bar Annual Dinner and Dance 1999 
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in an outbreak of unprecedented street demonstrations in Kuala 
Lumpur.  The Bar held an EGM on 10 October 1998 during which 
a strong stand was taken, inter alia, reaffirming the need to uphold 
the rule of law, denouncing trial by media, calling for a stop to the 
harassment of lawyers, and also calling of the abolition of the ISA 
and other preventive detention laws, and for the appointment of 
an independent RCI into the assault on the former Deputy Prime 
Minister. 

On 20 May 1999, owing 
to the Bar’s continued 
concerns regarding cases of 
fatal shootings of suspects 
by the police and custodial 
violence, several Office 
Bearers of the Malaysian 
Bar met with the IGP to 
raise issues on the assault 
on remand prisoners, 
discuss the need for police 
cooperation to allow 
LAC volunteer lawyers 
to mitigate on behalf of 
accused persons, and 
address the question of the 
security of witnesses. The 
police appeared to be receptive to these suggestions and the IGP 
also indicated that the Bar Council and the police should have 
ongoing meetings to facilitate dialogue. 

Due to the spate of contempt cases involving Members of the 
Bar, the Bar Council would move ahead with steps to statutorily 
define the contempt power to provide for certainty.  The Bar’s 
draft would be completed and submitted during the term of R R 
Chelvarajah’s presidency. 

Cyrus Das is currently a Member of the Bar.

(Cyrus Das: second from left)
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R R 
CHELVARAJAH

1999–2000

The Bar, true to its commitment to the Rule of 
Law, has stood steadfastly to uphold the cause 
of justice and to promote and protect fearlessly 
the independence of the judiciary to the extent 
of risking its own existence.

Key Events 
Timeline
● July 1999: 
 Submission of the Bar’s proposed 

Contempt of Court Act and 
memorandum on “The Need to 
Define the Law of Contempt and 
Provide Certainty in its Application 
and Enforcement”. 

● 9 September 1999: 
 Human Rights Commission of 

Malaysia Act 1999 gazetted.

● 5 November 1999: 
 The Bar Council MMC was officially 

launched.

● 1999/2000: 
 Bar Council appointed as a member 

of MAPEN II. 

Prior to becoming the President of the Malaysian 
Bar, R R Chelvarajah was the Chairman of the 
Malacca Bar from 1982 to 1986, and Treasurer and 
Vice-President of the Malaysian Bar from 1993 to 
1995 and 1997 to 1999, respectively.

On the cusp of a new century, the Bar Council 
Malaysian Mediation Centre (“MMC”) was officially 
launched on 5 November 1999.  The Alternative 
Dispute Resolution Committee (now known as 
the Mediation Committee), with Kuthubul Zaman 
Bukhari as Chairperson (and who would later 
become the President of the Malaysian Bar), 
had also worked on and finalised the Mediation 
Rules and Code of Conduct for Mediators.  With 
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the launch of the Bar Council MMC, the Bar 
Council would take the lead in promoting, 
supporting and steering the pathway of the 
mediation movement in Malaysia. 

In regard to the Court’s discretion to punish 
for contempt, a noticeable shift in trend 
was noted between 1997 and 1998 with a 
marked increase in the exercise of the Court’s 
discretion against lawyers, several of whom 
were penalised with custodial sentences 
in addition to being fined, whilst several 
others were placed under threat of contempt 
proceedings.  At the AGMs in 1999 and 2000, 
resolutions regarding contempt, and the 
privilege of advocates for statements uttered 
in the course of judicial proceedings were 
passed. 

The Bar Council also formulated a proposed Contempt of Court 
Act to govern and provide a framework for the use of such 
discretionary powers.  The draft, as well as a memorandum 
entitled “The Need to Define the Law of Contempt and Provide 
Certainty in its Application and Enforcement”, were submitted to 
the Government. 

The Bar Council was appointed as a member of the National 
Economic Consultative Council II (“MAPEN II”) to convey the 
views of the legal profession in the formulation of the National 
Development Policy for the first decade of the new millennium.  
During the course of the appointment, the Bar Council submitted 
a memorandum on “Judiciary and the Rule of Law” with the 
recommendation that a more acceptable procedure for appointing 
Judges should be seriously considered.

With regard to the rule of law, the Bar Council had appealed to the 
Government to refer the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia 
Bill to a select committee to facilitate public consultation and input 
from various interest groups on several issues pertaining to the Bill.  
The Bar Council highlighted the restrictive definition of “human 
rights” and the limited scope of the application of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 1948 in the Bill.  In addition, the Bar 
called for the repeal of the Printing Presses and Publications Act 
1984, as well as supported the setting up of an independent Press 
Council.

R R Chelvarajah passed away in 2019.
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HJ SULAIMAN 
ABDULLAH

2000–2001

The independent lawyer is a vital asset in 
national development and a key element in the 
development of a healthy vibrant democracy.

Key Events 
Timeline
● 20 November 1999: 
 EGM called but unable to proceed 

due to an injunction granted.

● 15 January 2000: 
 The Bar Council Secretariat moved 

and began operating at Wisma 
Kraftangan, Jalan Tun Perak (two 
doors away from the previous 
premises).

● May 2000: 
 Hearing of sedition charges against 

Karpal Singh.

● 23 June 2000: 
 EGM called but unable to proceed 

due to an injunction granted.

● 24 September 2000: 
 Seminar on Contempt of Court 

held at Renaissance Hotel Kuala 
Lumpur, attended by about 600 
participants, including Dato’ Dr 
Rais Yatim, Minister in the Prime 
Minister’s Department, who gave 
the keynote address. 

Hj Sulaiman led the Malaysian Bar through 
a tumultuous time, rising to meet significant 
challenges to the Bar’s independence and the rule 
of law.  The issue of contempt was particularly 
concerning during this time. 

Among them was the charge of sedition against 
the late Karpal Singh for statements made during 
court proceedings.  The incident was the first test 
case in Malaysia and the Commonwealth where a 
lawyer was charged in court for what he had said 
in court.  The incident also alarmed Members of 
the Bar who claimed that such action undermines 
the duty of a lawyer under section 42 of the LPA 
to discharge his duties without fear or favour.  The 
Bar Council held a watching brief and urged the AG 
to withdraw the charges against Karpal Singh.  The 
charges were subsequently withdrawn, after the 
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prosecution considered the public interest, 
circumstances and representations by 
several local and foreign legal bodies. 

The Court acquitted and discharged 
Karpal Singh accordingly in 2002, but also 
ordered the court registrar to report Karpal 
Singh’s conduct in the proceedings that 
same day to the Advocates and Solicitors 
Disciplinary Board. 

The challenges to the Bar did not end there, 
as even the Vice-President of the Malaysian 
Bar was issued with a show-cause letter 
as to why contempt proceedings should 

not be initiated against him, 
following a police report lodged 
by a lawyer against him for a 
press statement he issued on 
behalf of the Malaysian Bar 
on 8 August 2000, which was 
alleged to be seditious and a 
contempt of court.

Hj Sulaiman himself faced a 
police report lodged by a lawyer 
against him for comments made 
during a press conference on 
the Seminar on Contempt of 
Court organised by the Bar 

Council in September 2000, regarding the use of contempt powers against lawyers and the public. 

The Malaysian Bar was prevented from holding an EGM twice — the first on 20 November 
1999 and the second on 23 June 2000, which were called to look into instances of controversy 
which had undermined confidence in the Judiciary, including the infamous New Zealand holiday 
involving a lawyer.  In both incidents, an injunction was granted by the High Court to prevent the 
holding of the EGMs.

Hj Sulaiman’s courageous efforts in steering the Malaysian Bar through these difficult times were 
continued by his successor, Mah Weng Kwai. 

Hj Sulaiman is currently a Member of the Bar.

Seminar in relation to child custody (21 June 1997) 
(Hj Sulaiman: second from right)

Launch of the Bar Council Professional Indemnity Insurance Scheme (1992) 
(Hj Sulaiman: far right)
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MAH WENG 
KWAI 

2001–2003 

The Bar Council reiterates its stand that a judge 
must exercise his independent role without fear 
or favour.  A judge should condemn the use of 
a particular law where its current application is 
contrary to the original intention of Parliament 
when it passed that law.  In doing this, he is 
fulfilling his duty to the proper administration of 
justice and the rule of law.

Key Events 
Timeline
● 4 April 2001, 19 June 2001 and 
 24 April 2002: 
 Courtesy call on Dr Rais Yatim, 

Minister in the Prime Minister’s 
Department, to discuss various 
matters pertaining to the legal 
profession.

● 30 April 2001: 
 Courtesy call on the AG.

● 27 June 2001: 
 Meeting with the IGP.

● 14 May 2002: 
 Courtesy call on DYMM Yang 
 di-Pertuan Agong.

● 17 May 2002: 
 The Discipline Fund levy was 

reduced from RM120 to RM60, as 
gazetted.

● 31 May 2002: 
 EGM convened to discuss the 

Academy of Law Bill 2002. 

● 6 June 2002: 
 Bar Council sells its two-storey 

building on Jalan Tun Perak.

● March 2003: 
 Bar Council moved into its new 

building on Leboh Pasar Besar. 

Prior to commencing private practice, Mah Weng 
Kwai had served in the Judicial and Legal Services 
of Malaysia in multiple posts.  He then joined the 
Bar and in 2001, was elected as the President of 
the Malaysian Bar and would hold the position for 
two terms. 
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The Bar was active in engagements with the Judiciary, and in 
conducting courtesy calls on several members of the administration, 
during both years.  The Bar met with the Chief Justice of Malaysia; 
Chief Judge of Malaya; Chief Registrar of the Federal Court of 
Malaysia; AG; Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department,  
Dr Rais Yatim; and the IGP; raising matters which were pertinent 
to the Bar. 

In 2001/02, amendments were made to the Rules of the Federal 
Court 1995, Rules of the Court of Appeal 1994 and Rules of the 
High Court 1980.  One of the key amendments that was welcomed 
was the introduction of a new rule providing that a Judge shall 
have regard to the justice of a particular case, and not only to the 
technical non-compliance of any of the rules.  The Bar also pushed 
for the setting up of Family Courts in Malaysia. 

An EGM was convened on 31 May 2002 to discuss the Academy 
of Law Bill 2002 and its wide implications, which would affect 
not only the Bar Council and the legal profession, but also the 
legal profession as a whole.  An ad hoc committee was set up, 
memorandums were prepared and submitted, and meetings were 
held with the respective authorities voicing the Bar’s concerns 
thereto. 

Dinner in honour of Tun Mohamed Dzaiddin b Haji Abdullah on his retirement as Chief 
Justice of Malaysia, 28 February 2003 (Mah Weng Kwai: second from right)
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Mah Weng Kwai was appointed by the IBA, in his capacity as the 
President of the Malaysian Bar, as a member of a fact-finding mission 
on the constitutional crisis in Sri Lanka.  The mission discussed 
various matters relating to the rule of law and reviewed the state of 
the Judiciary and the legal profession in Sri Lanka. 

In addition, the Bar Council GATS Committee (now known as the 
Bar Council International Professional Services Committee), of 
which Mah Weng Kwai was Chairperson, took a proactive role in the 
preparation and development of the groundwork needed to enable 
the legal profession to compete in and benefit from, a borderless 
environment.  The GATS Committee prepared the draft “Requests 
for Market Access to the Legal Sector” for numerous countries, 
carried out surveys amongst Members of the Bar to study the 
readiness and the perception of the Bar relating to the liberalisation 
of the legal sector, and worked closely with various governmental 
bodies — such as, MITI, Professional Services Development Centre, 
MATRADE, AGC, and foreign law societies — in relation to relevant 
matters.  

In early 2003, the Bar Council Secretariat moved to its new building 
on Leboh Pasar Besar after selling its two-storey building on Jalan 
Tun Perak.  By this time, the number of Members of the Bar stood at 
11,211.  The Bar Council Library and Auditorium were shifted to the 
new premises so that the Secretariat, Library and Auditorium could 
be housed under one roof.  The Bar website was also revamped 
and launched in conjunction with the opening of the new building. 

Mah Weng Kwai is currently a Member of the Bar.

12th Malaysian Law Conference (10 to 12 December 2003)
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KUTHUBUL 
ZAMAN BUKHARI 

2003–2005 

A prosperous, fair, democratic and secure society 
cannot exist in an environment which does not 
place human rights values in high status and 
priority.  Thus, it is a misconception to think 
that in addressing issues of national security, it 
may become justifiable to employ a draconian 
measure which is incongruent with human rights 
principles, for such measure is itself an oblique 
threat to national security.

Key Events 
Timeline
● 13 October 2003: 
 The Court of Appeal became the 

first court to sit in the new Palace 
of Justice complex in Putrajaya.

● 13 December 2003: 
 Signing of a friendship agreement 

between the UK Law Society and 
the Malaysian Bar.

● 17 January 2004: 
 “No Detention Without Trial” 

campaign launched.

● August 2004: 
 Preliminary report of the Royal 

Police Commission submitted to 
the Prime Minister of Malaysia.

● December 2004: 
 Bar Council Tsunami Relief Fund 

launched.

Kuthubul Zaman Bukhari held various positions in 
the Bar Council, including as Secretary and Vice-
President of the Malaysian Bar, before helming 
the Malaysian Bar as its President for two terms 
(2003–2005). 

The term of Kuthubul Zaman’s presidency 
coincided with the tsunami disaster at the end 
of 2004.  The Bar Council launched a Tsunami 
Relief Fund to help the impoverished victims of 
this disaster, and managed to collect more than 
RM55,405 for the Fund.
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It was also during this time that the impact of globalisation led 
to calls for the practice of law in a borderless environment.  
After consultation with several parties, the Bar Council Legal 
Profession Committee prepared draft amendments to the LPA 
to allow foreign lawyers to practise in Malaysia in permitted 
areas of law.  The draft was submitted to the AGC and its 
passage into law would eventually take place in the years to 
come.

In dealing with the increasing number of complaints concerning 
alleged dishonest acts of lawyers, the Bar Council put in place 
measures through the utilisation of section 94(4)(c) of the LPA, 
instead of relying on the more cumbersome court application 
under section 88A of the LPA.  By doing so, the Advocates 
and Solicitors Disciplinary Board was able to hear several 
applications at their monthly sittings and where an order was 
granted, the case was immediately sent to the Disciplinary 

12th Malaysian Law Conference (10 to 12 December 2003). Official opening by (the late) 
DYMM Paduka Seri Sultan Azlan Shah (Kuthubul Zaman: left)

“Malam Sekalung Budi” — Official Launch of LawCare by DYTM Raja Muda 
Perak Darul Ridzuan, Raja Dr Nazrin Shah Ibni Sultan Azlan Shah (10 January 
2004) (Kuthubul Zaman: middle)
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Committee for a full inquiry without having to go through the 
Investigating Tribunal.  Therefore, more complaints received 
by the Bar Council were able to be processed efficiently.  The 
Council’s decision to gradually move intervention proceedings in-
house under an Intervention Department also produced positive 
results in clearing the backlog of files.  

Between 2003 and 2005, the 
Bar Council submitted several 
memorandums, including a 
proposal to appoint senior 
lawyers as pro tempore judicial 
commissioners to reduce the 
backlog of cases in Court, a 
proposal to reform the Judges’ 
Code of Ethics 1994, and 
a memorandum to express 
the Bar Council’s concern in 
respect of the Academy of 
Law Bill 2002.

The Bar also voiced out 
against the use of draconian 

laws, detention without trial and police brutality, as well as the 
need to protect asylum seekers and refugees.  On 17 January 
2004, it launched a “No Detention Without Trial” campaign, 
which was directed at further educating lawyers and the public 
on preventive detention and garnering public support for the 
repeal of such laws.

Kuthubul Zaman was also appointed to sit on the Royal 
Commission to Enhance the Operation and Management of 
the Royal Malaysia Police on 4 February 2004 (“Royal Police 
Commission”), and the Royal Commission to Enquire into the 
Standard Operating Procedure, Rules and Regulations in Relation 
to the Conduct of Body Search in Respect of an Arrest and 
Detention by the Police, on 1 December 2005.  In August 2004, 
the Royal Police Commission’s preliminary report was handed to 
the Prime Minister, Dato’ Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi. 

Kuthubul Zaman is currently a Member of the Bar.

Dinner in honour of Tan Sri Haidar b Mohd Noor, on his retirement as Chief 
Judge of Malaya, 19 November 2004 (Kuthubul Zaman: second from right)
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YEO 
YANG POH

2005–2007 

Integrity cannot exist in a vacuum.  The 
highest level of integrity, in particular, requires 
an environment that allows it to take root, 
grow and flourish.  The essential ingredients 
of such an environment include transparency, 
accountability, continuing consultation with 
stakeholders, an effective channel for receiving 
feedback, views and criticisms, and not least, an 
independent Bar.

Key Events 
Timeline
● April 2005: 
 Report of the Royal Police 

Commission completed and 
submitted to the Government; one 
of the recommendations was for 
the setting up of an IPCMC.

● 14 May 2005: 
 Launch of the revamped Malaysian 

Bar website.

● December 2005: 
 Human Rights March from Dataran 

Merdeka to Lake Gardens.

● 1 January 2006: 
 The Solicitors’ Remuneration Order 

2005 came into effect, replacing 
the Solicitors’ Remuneration Order 
1990.

● January 2006: 
 Report of the Commission of 

Inquiry in relation to the “ear–
squatting” incident. 

● April 2006: 
 Launch of Bar Council’s 

“Movement Towards a Better Police 
Force” petition.

● 20 April 2006: 
 Launch of the “Red Book” — a 

booklet entitled “Polis dan Hak-Hak 
Asas Anda”.

During Yeo Yang Poh’s presidency, what was 
popularly known as the “Red Book” — a booklet 
entitled “Polis dan Hak-Hak Asas Anda” was 
published (together with the “Tangkap Group”) 
in April 2006.  The Red Book was a multilingual 
booklet drafted in simple everyday language 
informing readers of their rights when stopped by 
the police or when arrested and held in detention.  
The Red Book was well-received by the public, with 
the first print of 10,000 copies fully disseminated 
shortly after its launch. 
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● 2 October 2006: 
 The Legal Profession (Amendment) 

Act 2006 came into effect and, 
amongst others, removed the 
restriction imposed on lawyers of 
fewer than seven years’ standing 
from becoming members of 
the Bar Council or a State Bar 
Committee, or of any committee 
of the Bar Council or a State Bar 
Committee.

● December 2006: 
 Human Rights March from Dataran 

Merdeka to Lake Gardens.

Furthermore, in advocating the establishment of 
an IPCMC, the Bar Council launched  “Movement 
Towards a Better Police Force”, and initiated a 
petition to gather support for it.  An IPCMC Coalition 
was formed, together with other organisations.  
The petition received more than 11,000 individual 
signatures, and more than 300 organisational 
endorsements.  The Bar Council also produced 
and distributed pamphlets containing “Frequently-
Asked-Questions” regarding the IPCMC.   

It was during Yeo Yang Poh’s term of presidency 
that International Human Rights Day — which 
falls on 10 December — was symbolically marked 
with a peaceful march from Dataran Merdeka to 
Lake Gardens.  The 2005 event was attended by 
450 participants consisting of lawyers, concerned 
citizens and civil society.  Police officers were also 
at hand to provide escort and security all the way.  
At the 2006 event, participants were invited to 
make a human rights pledge upon reaching Lake 
Gardens: 

We, fellow citizens of planet Earth … who share 
the same space, breathe the same air … born 
free and equal in dignity and rights … pledge to 
make human rights real in our daily lives in order 
that men, women and children everywhere enjoy 
freedom of speech and belief, and freedom from 
fear and want.

Forum in relation to the 1988 Judicial Crisis (Yeo Yang Poh: middle)
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During this time, the Bar also voiced concerns on the treatment of 
refugees and migrant workers in Malaysia and to this end, the Bar 
Council LAC set up an Urgent Arrest Team to provide free legal 
representation and assistance to such persons. 

The Ayah Pin saga was also a reminder to all lawyers that it is a 
hallmark and a responsibility of lawyers all over the world to provide 
their professional services without being inhibited by the unpopularity 
of the client’s cause; or by any difference in ideology or belief between 
the client and the lawyer, or between the client and the society at 
large.

The new Malaysian Bar website, having undergone a revamp, was 
launched on 14 May 2005.  This led to a significant increase in the 
number of hits monthly and daily.  The new 
average was 342,500 hits per month or about 
11,400 hits a day, whereas the average prior to 
the launch was 17,000 hits per month / less than 
600 hits per day.  

At the beginning of 2007, Members of the 
Malaysian Bar numbered 12,386.

Yeo Yang Poh is currently a Member of the Bar.

IPCMC Forum (Yeo Yang Poh: middle)
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AMBIGA 
SREENEVASAN

2007–2009

[T]here have been times when decisions I have 
made, or which were made under my leadership, 
have drawn sharp criticism from members.  Such 
criticism comes with the turf, and I accept that.  
It shows that our Bar is vibrant and fearless, 
and every criticism becomes part of the learning 
process that makes us stronger.

Key Events 
Timeline
● July 2007: 
 Establishment of the Intellectual 

Property Courts, which were 
launched in Putrajaya.

● 21 and 22 September 2007: 
 First meeting of the Panel of 

Eminent Persons, established by 
a Joint Committee that consisted 
of the Bar Council, IBA’s Human 
Rights Institute, LAWASIA and 
Transparency International 
Malaysia.

● 26 September 2007: 
 The Malaysian Bar “Walk For 

Justice” was held.

● 22 November 2007: 
 EGM was convened, calling for an 

RCI to be held.

● 14 January 2008: 
 RCI was commenced to investigate 

a video clip depicting a lawyer 
purportedly brokering the 
appointment of judges.

● 9 May 2008: 
 EGM to discuss annual 

subscriptions to the Bar. 

Ambiga was the President of the Malaysian Bar for 
two terms, from 2007 to 2009. 

It was during her time that the Bar Council, together 
with the IBA’s Human Rights Institute, LAWASIA, 
and Transparency International Malaysia, formed 
a Joint Committee and established the Panel of 
Eminent Persons to undertake a review of the 
troubling events of the 1988 Judicial Crisis.
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The Panel handed over its report to the 
Joint Committee on 26 July 2008, and 
concluded that the Tribunals’19 composition, 
the process they adopted, their findings and 
conclusions against Tun Salleh Abas, Tan Sri 
Wan Suleiman and Datuk George Seah, as 
well as the recommendation to remove them, 
were not justified or otherwise appropriate 
in the circumstances.  The Panel’s report was 
launched on 29 August 2008 and is available 
on the Malaysian Bar website.

In late 2007, the surfacing of a video clip 
depicting a lawyer purportedly brokering the 
appointment of judges led to public outcry 
and caused immense concern within the legal 
profession.  The Malaysian Bar held a “Walk 
for Justice” on 26 September 2007, and on 
22 November 2007, an EGM was convened, 
calling for an RCI to be held.  The Government 
did indeed decide to form an RCI to look into 
the matter and the Malaysian Bar submitted a 
163-page written submission to the RCI. 

The Bar plays an important role in legal 
education as well as in promoting dialogue and 
improving public awareness on legal issues.   

● 29 August 2008: 
 Launch of the report by the Panel 

of Eminent Persons entitled  
“Review of the 1988 Judicial Crisis”.

● 20 September 2008: 
 EGM to discuss the violation of the 

rule of law.

● 29 October to 1 November 2008: 
The 21st LAWASIA Conference was 
co-organised by the Bar Council 
and LAWASIA, which was held 
at the Kuala Lumpur Convention 
Centre.

● 17 December 2008: 
 Judicial Appointments Commission 

Bill 2008 was passed in the Dewan 
Rakyat.

19 The Tribunals appointed on 11 June 1988 and 12 August 1988, respectively. 

Launch of the Report by the Panel of Eminent Persons (29 August 2008) (Ambiga Sreenevasan: far left) 
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To this end, two public forums were organised 
in 2008 to encourage the constructive 
exchange of views with the aim of seeking just 
solutions to issues faced by our fellow citizens. 

In the lead-up to both forums, the Bar faced 
a disproportionate response from various 
quarters, which attempted to halt the forums.  
Nevertheless, both forums went on.  The Bar 
will continue to promote such open discussion 
where appropriate, believing that the majority 
of the Malaysian public is ready for, and 
welcomes, dialogue as a means of fostering 
national unity.

Another EGM convened during Ambiga’s time 
was held on 20 September 2008 to discuss the 
violation of the rule of law, at which Members 

of the Bar unanimously carried a resolution that called for, inter alia, 
the immediate and unconditional release of all persons presently 
detained without trial, and the repeal of all laws that allow for such 
detention.  This came amid the arrests of several people under 
the ISA in addition to the incidences of show-cause letters being 
issued to several members of the press. 

Ambiga is currently a Member of the Bar.

Walk for Justice (26 September 2007) 
(Ambiga Sreenevasan: far right) 

Dinner hosted by Bar Council in conjunction with a Special Address by Prime Minister Dato’ Seri 
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi (17 April 2008) (Ambiga Sreenevasan: left)
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RAGUNATH 
KESAVAN

2009–2011

An excellent justice system requires a 
combination of a fair conduct of cases, their 
prompt disposal and well-reasoned decisions so 
as to ensure that justice is done, and seen to be 
done, in all cases.

Key Events 
Timeline
● 15 May 2009: 
 EGM regarding the wrongful arrest, 

detention and interrogation of five 
members of the Bar Council LAC 
(KL).

● 7 to 9 August 2009: 
 Miri Declaration issued by 

the Malaysian Bar, Advocates 
Association of Sarawak, and the 
Sabah Law Association (as it was 
then known). 

● 13 November 2009: 
 First launch of “MyConstitution 

Campaign” / ”Kempen 
PerlembagaanKu”.

● 12 December 2009: 
 EGM regarding the use of Key 

Performance Indicators by the 
Judiciary and issues faced by 
Members of the Bar as a result. 

● 16 January 2010: 
 The first time that the Opening 

of the Legal Year was held on a 
Federal level.

● 27 to 31 July 2010:  
 The Malaysian Law Conference 

2010 and also the 21st Conference 
of the Presidents of Law 
Associations in Asia were held 
at the Kuala Lumpur Convention 
Centre.

During Ragunath’s term of presidency, the Bar’s 
prior efforts in lobbying the Government to 
establish a national legal aid foundation, finally bore 
fruit with the setting up of YBGK.  The relentless 
push by the AG Tan Sri Abdul Gani Patail had also 
made the realisation of this initiative possible.  

On 25 February 2011, YBGK was launched by 
Prime Minister Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib Tun Abdul 
Razak.  This was a momentous step forward in the 
Bar’s efforts to uphold and advance the principle 
of access to justice. 
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A positive new chapter between the Bar and the 
Bench had begun with the previous Chief Justice 
of Malaysia, Tun Abdul Hamid Haji Mohamad.  This 
was continued by his successor, Tun Dato’ Seri 
Zaki b Tun Azmi, who extended an “open door” 
approach to us and facilitated constructive, cordial, 
frank, and very open engagement. 

An incident involving five members of the Bar 
Council LAC (KL) who were wrongly arrested, 
detained and interrogated in the course of carrying 
out their professional obligations on 7 May 2009 
led to an EGM being convened on 15 May 
2009.  Subsequently, the Bar Council submitted 
a memorandum to SUHAKAM on 20 May 2009 
to call for the Commission to conduct a public 
inquiry into the incident, which then commenced 
on 14 August 2009.  On 23 April 2010, the 
Panel of Inquiry delivered its findings that the 
arrest and detention constituted a “denial of legal 
representation and a contravention of article 5(3) 
of the Federal Constitution and section 28A of the 
Criminal Procedure Code”.

It was also during Ragunath’s term that several 
watching briefs were held, notably with cases such 
as Karpal Singh’s sedition trial, the case to determine 
the rightful Menteri Besar of 
Perak, inquests into deaths 
in custody, and Dato’ Seri 
Anwar Ibrahim’s sodomy trial.

● 30 September 2010: 
 Official Launch of the Admiralty 

Court by Chief Justice of Malaysia, 
Tun Dato’ Seri Zaki b Tun Azmi.

● 25 February 2011: 
 Launch of YBGK.

Launch of YBGK (25 February 2011) (Ragunath Kesavan: second from right)
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In the 2009/10 term, the Bar Council established a new committee — 
Constitutional Law Committee — to promote constitutionalism as part 
of the Bar’s already wide-ranging initiatives in the country to, amongst 
others, educate Malaysians regarding the Federal Constitution.   
A first-of-its-kind nationwide campaign known as the “MyConstitution 
Campaign” or “Kempen PerlembagaanKu” was launched by the 
Committee to raise awareness about the Federal Constitution, and 
featured a series of nine pocket-sized booklets dubbed “The Rakyat 
Guides”, and nine “Rakyat Service Advertisements” in the form of 
video clips.

At the Tripartite Bar Games and Meeting in Miri from 7 to 9 August 
2009, the joint Miri Declaration was issued, wherein the Bar, the 
Advocates Association of Sarawak, and the Sabah Law Association (as 
it was then known), reaffirmed their pledge of mutual collaboration 
in furtherance of the interests of the legal profession as well as the 
public interest, and in ensuring the smooth administration of justice, 
and the preservation of the rule of law.

The Bar also unveiled “START” — the Bar’s first-ever “legal starter kit” 
— which forms part of the Bar Council’s risk management programme.   
It is a resource pack filled with a unique START Planner, guides, 
booklets and checklists to aid and support lawyers in their practice 
and everyday tasks. 

Ragunath is currently a Member of the Bar.

Launch of the MyConstitution Campaign by the late Liew Vui Keong, Deputy Minister in the Prime Minister’s 
Department (Legal Affairs) (Ragunath Kesavan: far left)
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LIM 
CHEE WEE

2011–2013

We have pledged to continue lending our 
advocacy, both in the public arena and in the 
courtroom, to defending freedoms and rights, 
and to realising the nation’s aspirations for an 
inclusive and functioning democracy.  We urge 
all Members to join us in helping to fulfil this 
oath.

Key Events 
Timeline
● 7 April 2011: 
 Joint press release issued by the 

Bench and Bar, recognising the 
need to collaborate and coordinate 
with each other to ensure an 
effective and just administration 
of justice which inspires public 
confidence.

● 29 November 2011: 
 Malaysian Bar’s “Walk for Freedom 

2011: Peaceful Assembly Bill 
Cannot and Must Not Become 
Law!”

● 20 January 2012: 
 Survey on “Employability of New 

Entrants into the Malaysian Bar: 
The Employer’s Perception” 
completed, with a total sample size 
of 393 law firms; report published 
in the Oct–Dec 2012 issue of 
Praxis: Chronicle of the Malaysian 
Bar. 

● 9 February 2012: 
 The Peaceful Assembly Act 2012 

gazetted.
  
● 10 March 2012: 
w Resolution for the 

implementation of a mandatory 
CPD Scheme was passed at the 
66th AGM.

w The inaugural Malaysian Bar 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
— instituted as a form of 
recognition of, and appreciation 
for, outstanding Members of the 
Bar — was conferred on Raja 
Aziz Addruse (posthumously). 

The presidency of Lim Chee Wee saw the 
Malaysian Bar celebrate being conferred the UN 
Malaysia Organization of the Year Award 2012 — 
an accolade that acknowledges the contribution, 
sacrifices and struggles of the Bar that is made 
possible through its Members, past Presidents and 
Bar Council members, as a collective whole.  
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The UN citation for the Malaysian Bar, for the 
award, goes as follows: 

Throughout its 66-year existence, the 
Malaysian Bar has admirably fulfilled its role 
as guardian of the rule of law, and defender 
of human rights and the public interest, in 
Malaysia. 

The Malaysian public has come to know it and 
look towards it for guidance on what the law is, 
what the law should be, and what the law must 
never be. … In particular, the Malaysian Bar has 
shown unfailing commitment in standing up, 
and unwavering zeal in speaking out, against 
abuse of power by those in authority.

It was also in 2012 that the mandatory CPD 
Scheme was implemented following the adoption 
of its resolution at the AGM earlier in March — 
an acknowledgement that one should never stop 
learning, even after years in practice. 

Meanwhile, steps to liberalise the legal profession 
made headway with the passing of the Legal 
Profession (Amendment) Act 2012 in June / July of 
2012.  Through these amendments (though it was 
not yet in force during this time), foreign law firms 
and foreign lawyers would be permitted to practise 
in Peninsular Malaysia in the manner as set out in 
the new legislation. 

● 2 April 2012: 
 YBGK opened its doors and began 

providing services.

● 11 May 2012: 
 EGM held in relation to the events 

of, and surrounding, the BERSIH 
3.0 public assembly. 

● June / July 2012: 
 The Legal Profession (Amendment) 

Act 2012 was passed by Dewan 
Rakyat on 13 June 2012 and by 
Dewan Negara on 9 July 2012. 

● 22 June 2012: 
 SOSMA gazetted.

● 14 August 2012: 
 Internet Blackout Day.

● 26 to 28 September 2012: 
Inaugural International Malaysia 
Law Conference 2012 was 
held; the first international law 
conference organised entirely by 
the Bar.

● October 2012: 
 The CPD Department is 

established to implement and 
manage the CPD Scheme. 

● 24 October 2012: 
 The Malaysian Bar was selected as 

the recipient of the “UN Malaysia 
Organization of the Year Award 
2012”, which was conferred on the 
occasion of UN Day.
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In addition, the Bar’s commitment to push for a Common Bar 
Course led to the commissioning of an independent research 
firm to conduct a survey on the employability of new entrants to 
the Malaysian Bar.  Completed on 20 January 2012 with a total 
sample size of 393 law firms, the survey results were published in 
the Oct–Dec 2012 issue of Praxis: Chronicle of the Malaysian Bar. 

One of the pressing issues which the Bar voiced its concern on 
during this time was the introduction of SOSMA and amendments 
to the Evidence Act 1950, which had the effect of undermining the 
rights of persons to due process of, and to equal protection under, 
the law, and significantly reversing presumptions as to innocence 
and burden of proof.  The Malaysian Bar effected a full “blackout” 
of its website during the Internet Blackout Day on 14 August 
2012 to show support for the call to repeal those amendments. 

Earlier in the same year, the BERSIH 3.0 public assembly in Kuala 
Lumpur took place on 28 April 2012.  An EGM was then held on 
11 May 2012 in relation to the events of, and surrounding, the 
assembly, which were cause for concern.

Malaysian Bar conferred the UN Malaysia Organization of the Year Award 2012 (27 October 2012) (both pictures)
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In November 2011, the Malaysian Bar organised a “Walk 
for Freedom 2011: Peaceful Assembly Bill Cannot and Must 
Not Become Law!” which was participated by about 1,000 
participants.  The walk concluded with the submission of 
the Bar’s proposed Peaceful Assembly Bill to the relevant 
government authorities. 

At the beginning of 2013, Members of the Malaysian Bar 
numbered at 14,900.

Lim Chee Wee is currently a Member of the Bar.

Submission of the Bar’s Proposed Amendments to the Peaceful Assembly Bill to the late Liew 
Vui Keong, Deputy Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department (Legal Affairs) 
(29 November 2011) 

Walk for Freedom 2011: Peaceful Assembly Bill Cannot and Must Not Become Law! 
(29 November 2011) (Lim Chee Wee: fifth from right)
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CHRISTOPHER 
LEONG 

2013–2015 

[The Malaysian Bar] is here to claim back 
democratic public space.  We are here
to say that as much as you try, you cannot stifle 
speech, and you cannot stop the expression of 
thought by thinking Malaysians.

Key Events 
Timeline
● 19 April 2013: 
 Separation of Kedah Bar and Perlis 

Bar into separate Bars.

● 2013 and 2014: 
w Engagement with the 

Government on issues of 
national unity and harmony, and 
hate crime legislation;

w Forging a closer and more 
robust relationship with 
the Advocates Association 
of Sarawak and Sabah Law 
Society; and

w Establishment, maintenance 
and expansion of ties with 
foreign Bars, law societies and 
international law associations. 

● April 2014: 
 Meeting with President Barack 

Obama of the United States of 
America, during his state visit to 
Malaysia.

● 16 October 2014: 
 Walk for Peace and Freedom. 

● 28 July 2015: 
 Submission of a joint memorandum 

to the MACC, setting out proposals 
to reform MACC.

Christopher Leong had served the Bar as the 
Vice-President for two terms, while under the 
presidency of Lim Chee Wee — 2011 to 2013 
— before himself taking up the mantle of the 
President from 2013 to 2015.  
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The Bar’s “Walk for Peace and Freedom” was organised on 16 
October 2014.  An EGM in September 2014 overwhelmingly 
carried a resolution on the Sedition Act 1948, which led to the 
organisation of the Walk.  This event garnered the participation 
of some 2,000 lawyers, as well as support and solidarity from the 
legal profession and other organisations from around the world, 
in the form of press statements, letters to the Prime Minister of 
Malaysia, and attendance as observers at the Walk.  The Walk 
culminated in the submission of the Bar’s memorandum to the 
Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department.

Christopher Leong was vocal about the decline in matters of 
national unity and harmony, as well as hate crime legislation, 
and was active in engaging with the Government on these 
matters. 

The Malaysian Bar also forged a stronger and more robust 
relationship with its counterparts in Sabah and Sarawak 
— Sabah Law Association (as it was then known) and the 
Advocates Association of Sarawak.  Two tripartite meetings 
were held a year, and in October 2013, the three Bars signed 
the Kota Kinabalu Declaration.  The more frequent meetings 
also enabled discussions of matters of common concern, such 
as the establishment of a Common Bar Course.  A good number 
of joint press releases were also issued during his tenure.

Walk for Peace and Freedom (16 October 2014) (Christopher Leong: middle)
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In 2014, the Bar Council was approached by MACC to assist with 
reforms.  As a result, the Bar Council, together with the Institute 
for Democracy and Economic Ideas (“IDEAS”), jointly drafted the 
“Memorandum for the Reform of the Malaysian Anti-Corruption 
Commission”.  The Memorandum was submitted to the MACC on 
28 July 2015.

It was also in 2014 that Christopher Leong was invited, alongside 
other civil society and faith-based organisations, to meet with the 
President of the United States of America, Barack Obama, at his 
state visit to Malaysia. 

Christopher Leong is currently a Member of the Bar.

Forum on “Liberalisation of the Legal Profession” (5 December 2013)

Tripartite Meeting in Kuching (30 October 2014) (Christopher Leong: second 
from left)
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STEVEN 
THIRU

2015–2017 

Unless there is an independent Bar, ready and 
willing to defend rights that are guaranteed in a 
society, there will be no freedom, and the rule of 
law suffers.

Key Events 
Timeline
● 8 February 2015: 
 Inaugural Malaysian Legal Expo 

(“LEXPO”) was held.

● 17 June 2015: 
 Submission of memorandum to 

SUHAKAM, urging it to conduct 
investigation into the “death 
camps” in Wang Kelian, Perlis.

● 2015 to 2016: 
 1MDB judicial review on the 

decision of the AG. 

● 21 November 2015: 
 Meeting with President Barack 

Obama of the United States of 
America.

● 2016: 
w Submission of proposed 

amendments to the LPA 
with regard to limited liability 
partnerships, to the AGC.

w Government’s proposed 
amendments to the LPA; the 
Bar urgently organised a series 
of public forums over a three-
month period. 

w Launch of the online platform 
for Sijil Annual and Practising 
Certificate applications. 

● September 2016: 
 The Malaysian Bar is conferred 

the UIA’s inaugural “Rule of Law” 
award.

Steven Thiru had served the Bar in several 
capacities, before himself being appointed to the 
post from 2015 to 2017.  During the presidency of 
Lim Chee Wee from 2011 to 2013, Steven Thiru 
served as the Treasurer of the Malaysian Bar.  He 
became Vice-President during Christopher Leong’s 
presidency from 2013 to 2015.  

Steven Thiru was vocal on laws that ran counter 
to the rule of law, such as the passing of POTA 
and the National Security Council Act 2016; and 
amendments to the Sedition Act 1948 instead of 
its repeal.  In response, the Malaysian Bar carried 
out the #MansuhAktaHasutan campaign, which 
had begun in the previous term, and organised 
public forums to educate the public.  He also 
spoke out against the misuse of existing laws such 
as SOSMA, Penal Code and Communications and 
Multimedia Act 1998.  
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The 1MDB scandal led to the Bar convening an EGM on  
12 September 2015, and subsequently commencing legal action 
to seek judicial review of the AG’s decisions of 26 January 2016. 
Regrettably, on 11 November 2016, the High Court refused leave 
to commence judicial review proceedings against the AG.  The 
Malaysian Bar then appealed against the decision of the High 
Court, but the appeal was dismissed by the Federal Court. 

Steven Thiru followed up on reforming the MACC by having public 
forums to educate the public about the proposals presented to 
the MACC for reforms.  He also pushed hard for the establishment 
of the IPCMC by embarking on a nationwide campaign to create 
public awareness.    

A motion on the AG, moved by three Members of the Bar at 
the 70th AGM on 19 March 2016, led to the Secretary of the 
Malaysian Bar and the three Members being questioned by the 
police for an alleged offence under the Sedition Act 1948.  In the 
same year, the Government proposed amendments to the LPA 

that were seen as threatening 
the independence of the 
Bar.  The Bar reciprocated by 
urgently organising a series of 
public forums over a three-
month period, explaining to 
Members of the Bar the effects 
of the proposed amendments.  
The Bar received tremendous 
support from Members of 
the Bar, the public, various 

Joint Press Conference on Proposals to Reform the MACC (31 July 2015) (Steven Thiru: fourth from right)

Public forums organised in relation to the proposed amendments to the LPA 
(Steven Thiru: middle)
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international legal bodies, and even from a former Minister in the 
Prime Minister’s Department in charge of legal affairs, as well as from 
the Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department in charge of legal 
affairs, Dato’ Sri Azalina Othman.

In 2016, the Malaysian Bar was awarded the inaugural “Rule of Law” 
award by the International Association of Lawyers (“UIA”), “for its 
strong and unfailing commitment to the defence and promotion of 
human rights and the rule of law”.  This was a significant milestone 
during Steven Thiru’s presidency.

Steven Thiru is currently a Member of the Bar.

Steven Thiru and past Presidents of the Bar with the “Rule of Law” award, Malaysian Bar Annual Dinner & Dance 2017 
(18 March 2017) (Steven Thiru: fifth from right)

Steven Thiru receiving the “Rule of Law” award (28 October 2016), Hungary
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GEORGE 
VARUGHESE

2017–2019

As a partner in the administration of justice, it is 
imperative that we do not tire of the work that 
we do, and that which is still left to be done. 
It falls on us to do our best to reconcile the 
tranches before us.

Key Events 
Timeline
● 5 April 2017: 
 Provision for pre-charge detention 

for up to 28 days, pursuant to 
SOSMA, renewed by the Dewan 
Rakyat.

● 3 August 2017: 
 EGM on upholding the supremacy 

of the Federal Constitution and 
defending the independence and 
integrity of the Judiciary.

● 10 August 2017: 
 Prevention of Crime (Amendment) 

Act 2017 passed by the Dewan 
Rakyat.

● 26 October 2017: 
 Handover of Wisma Straits Trading.

● 20 December 2017: 
 Report published by the New Straits 

Times regarding the mass graves 
and “death camps” that had been 
discovered in Wang Kelian, Perlis, 
back in 2015.

● 9 February 2018: 
 Opening ceremony of Wisma 

Badan Peguam Malaysia.

● 26 March 2018: 
 Anti-Fake News Bill 2018 tabled in 

Parliament.

● 28 March 2018: 
 Election Commission’s 

redelineation proposals tabled and 
passed by the Dewan Rakyat.

Prior to helming the Malaysian Bar, George was 
for many years a member of the Bar Council,  
in addition to serving as the Vice-President of the 
Malaysian Bar (two terms: 2015–2017), Secretary 
of the Malaysian Bar (two terms: 2009–2011), and 
Treasurer of the Malaysian Bar (two terms: 2007–
2009). 

During his term of presidency, the Malaysian 
Bar became the proud owner of Wisma Badan 
Peguam Malaysia (formerly known as Wisma 
Straits Trading), the Bar Council’s current premises.  
The handover of Wisma Straits Trading — from the 
Straits Trading Company to the Malaysian Bar — 
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● 9 May 2018: 
 Malaysia’s 14th General Election. 

● May to July 2018: 
 Submission of the Bar’s proposals 

to the Committee for Institutional 
Reforms.

● 9 January 2019: 
 The Bar’s proposed Bill on 

amendments to the LPA submitted 
to the AG.

took place on 26 October 2017.  The official 
opening ceremony took place on 9 February 
2018, and the building was renamed Wisma 
Badan Peguam Malaysia. 

It was also during George’s term that the Bar 
Council completed its transition to a fully 
paperless Sijil Annual and Practising Certificate 
(“SAPC”) application process in the year 
2017.  For the first time, all applications for 
SAPC 2018 were made online.  By the time 
of applications for SAPC 2020, the average 
processing time dipped to about five days, in 
comparison with the previous fastest average 
of nine days for SAPC 2015. 

2018 marked the year of Malaysia’s 14th 
General Election, the outcome of which 
spurred several initiatives for legal and 
institutional reforms.  To this end, the Bar 
Council submitted 55 proposals to the 
Committee for Institutional Reforms which 
was, at that time, set up by the Government to 
look into areas of reform.   These proposals for 
reform touched on seven institutions, namely 
the Parliament, Election Commission, Judiciary 
and Judicial Appointments Commission, AGC, 
Police and Enforcement Agencies, MACC, and 
Malaysian Communications and Multimedia 
Commission.  The proposals further included 
law reform suggestions which the Bar has 
always championed. 

Meeting with the Committee for Institutional Reforms (29 May 2018) 
(George Varughese: seated, third from left)
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The Bar also had the opportunity to work closely with the AG and 
the AGC to look into amendments to the LPA, to ensure that the 
legislation remains current, applicable and fit for the purposes of 
governing advocates and solicitors and the legal profession during 
this developing 21st century.  The Bar’s proposal was submitted to 
the AG on 9 January 2019. 

During George’s two years of presidency, the Bar continued to 
fulfil its role as a strong defender of the rule of law, and was vocal 
in issues relating to public interest, in addition to other steps taken.  
These included:

(1) the Bar’s legal action filed in 
relation to the constitutionality of 
the tenures of the appointments of 
the Chief Justice of Malaysia and 
the President of the Court of Appeal 
following the EGM on 3 August 
2017;

(2) calling for a RCI to investigate 
the existence of the mass graves 
and “death camps” in Wang Kelian, 
Perlis in 2015, following the report 
published by the New Straits Times in 
2017;

Meeting with the AG, Tommy Thomas (George Varughese: third from left)

International Mediation Summit 2017: Signing ceremony of MoU 
between the Malaysian Bar and China Council for the Promotion of 
International Trade (18 and 19 September 2017) 
(George Varughese: left)
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20 Office of the Chief Registrar of the Federal Court of Malaysia, “YA Tuan George Varughese”, 
 http://www.kehakiman.gov.my/en/about-us/court/high-court/judicial-commisioners/ya-tuan-george-varughese 

(accessed on 14 January 2021).

(3) speaking out against the continued use of oppressive 
laws such as the Sedition Act 1948, section 233 of the 
Communications and Multimedia Act 1998, POTA, 
Prevention of Crime Act 1959, and SOSMA, and the 
continued incidences of deaths in custody; and 

(4) advocating the abolition of the death penalty and corporal 
punishment.

Eight months after his presidency, George Varughese 
was appointed as a Judicial Commissioner on  
28 November 201920. 

Opening ceremony of Wisma Badan Peguam Malaysia (9 February 2018) (both pictures) 
(George Varughese: fourth from left) 
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ABDUL FAREED 
ABDUL GAFOOR

2019–2020 

The Bar must act responsibly and not play 
into the hands of third parties to advance their 
interest or to speak at the behest of the press to 
make news for them.

Key Events 
Timeline
● 2019: 
 Legal market visits to Japan, China 

and Vietnam, and signing of MoUs:
w February 2019: Japan 

Federation of Bar Associations;
w June 2019: Dalian Lawyers 

Association;
w August 2019: Vietnam Bar 

Federation; and
w December 2019: Korean Bar 

Association (a further extension 
of an MoU previously signed in 
November 2017).

● March to December 2019: 
Dialogue with State Bar 
Committees.

● 2019 to 2020: 
 Shifting in of various Bar Council 

entities into Wisma Badan Peguam 
Malaysia: 
w January 2019: Bar Council LAC 

(KL);
w November 2019: Bar Council 

Professional Indemnity 
Insurance and Risk Management 
Department; and

w February 2020: Bar Council 
Secretariat. Abdul Fareed Abdul Gafoor served as the Treasurer 

of the Malaysian Bar during the 2015 to 2017 
terms under Steven Thiru’s presidency.  The 
following two terms (2017 to 2019), he served as 
the Vice-President to George Varughese.   Abdul 
Fareed became the President of the Malaysian Bar 
in 2019. 

Throughout 2019, the Bar Council continued its 
work on proposed amendments to the LPA.  After 
its submission of the draft Legal Profession Bill 
to the AG, the Bar Council actively engaged with 
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the relevant stakeholders, including 
the AGC and Judiciary, to finalise 
the wordings of the Bill, whilst also 
meeting with Cabinet Ministers and 
Members of Parliament to brief them 
on the Bar’s proposals. 

The Bar continued voicing out on 
matters of injustice and human 
rights, such as Malaysia’s accession 
to the Rome Statute and six 
other international human rights 
instruments and their optional protocols; solidarity and support for 
indigenous rights; enforced disappearances; recurring water pollution 
incidents; unresolved deaths of Teoh Beng Hock and Ahmad Sarbani 
Mohamed; Indira Gandhi’s case; and many others. 

The Bar Council, under Abdul Fareed’s leadership, also sought to 
develop closer ties with MITI and Malaysia Productivity Corporation, 
to further strengthen the legal sector as contributors to the national 
economy, as well as to prepare the Bar on the technological front.

In addition, efforts were made to put in place measures to assist 
Members of the Bar in their practices.  The Office Bearers of the 
Malaysian Bar visited every State Bar to have dialogue sessions with 
Members of the Bar and to obtain first-hand feedback on Members’ 
concerns and aspirations.  The following initiatives / proposals were 
kick-started during Abdul Fareed’s term:
 
(1) Broadening the scope of the LawCare Fund; 
(2) Providing professional counselling services for Members of the 

Bar; 

#getAsli Fundraising Dinner 2019 (3 August 2019) 

Launch of the Refugees and Asylum-
Seekers’ Legal Aid Scheme (“RALAS”)  
(4 July 2019) (Abdul Fareed: second 
from right)
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(3) Forming a specialised pool 
of mediators to assist with 
partnership disputes; 

(4) Providing support for 
Members of the Bar facing 
disciplinary proceedings; 

(5) Resolving the problem of 
unwarranted deductions 
from claims made by 
lawyers under the YBGK 
scheme, with the invaluable 
assistance of the AG, 
Tommy Thomas; 

(6) Allocating funds for the 
Malaysian Bar to purchase 
buildings for use by every State Bar 
Committee; 

(7) Entering into a collaboration venture 
with Universiti Sains Malaysia to provide 
Members of the Bar with Masters-level 
management courses; and 

(8) Discussing with a local university the 
possibility of the re-publication of the 
INSAF journal.  

Abdul Fareed continued the good work put 
in place by his predecessors on international 
collaborative activities.  In 2019, the Bar 
Council organised business development visits 

Last Bar Council meeting at the previous Bar Council Secretariat premises (15 February 2020) 
(Abdul Fareed: seated, middle)

Legal market visit to Dalian, China (18 July 2019) (Abdul Fareed: left)

to Japan, China and Vietnam, aimed at building 
on the increasing interest among Members of 
the Bar for such openings to promote their 
services abroad.  The Malaysian Bar also signed 
four MoUs — with the Japan Federation of 
Bar Associations, Dalian Lawyers Association, 
Vietnam Bar Federation and Korean Bar 
Association.  

Active Members of the Malaysian Bar 
numbered approximately 19,200 at the 
beginning of 2019, and crossed the 20,000 
mark by the end of the year.

Abdul Fareed is currently a Member of the Bar.
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SALIM BASHIR 
BHASKARAN  

2020–2021 

The rule of law is not some kind of receding 
mirage, but a fountain from which the nation 
draws its sustenance.  Emergency or not, it forms 
the basis of a democratic system. 

Key Events 
Timeline
● March to May 2020: 
 MCO 1.0 took effect. 

● 23 April 2020: 
 The Court of Appeal conducted 

an online hearing which was 
broadcasted live for public viewing. 

● April to June 2020: 
 Active engagement with the 

Judiciary on online hearings, 
and Government authorities in 
relation to matters concerning 
the COVID-19 pandemic and its 
impact on the Bar.

● 22 October 2020: 
 Amendments made to the 

Courts of Judicature Act 1964, 
Subordinate Courts Act 1948, 
and Subordinate Courts Rules 
Act 1955, to allow for court 
proceedings to be conducted 
virtually. 

 
● 23 October 2020: 
 COVID-19 Act gazetted. 

● November 2020: 
 Agreement entered into by the 

Government and the Bar for the 
implementation of mediation 
services through a specialised 
mediation centre known as  
PMC-19. 

● 2 December 2020: 
 Petitions for admission as an 

advocate and solicitor of the High 
Court of Malaya were conducted 
online and live-streamed to the 
public.

Salim Bashir has served as a member of the Bar 
Council for seven terms since 2014, including in his 
capacity as Chairman of the Selangor Bar (2015–
2017), Selangor Bar Representative on the Bar 
Council (2014–2015; 2017–2019), and Secretary 
of the Malaysian Bar (2019–2020) before helming 
as President. 

The year 2020 made its mark as the beginning of 
a new decade with the sweeping effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, causing unprecedented and 
significant economic, social and legal impacts.  On 
the evening of Salim Bashir’s first Monday in office 
(16 March 2020), the Malaysian Government 
announced the imposition of the MCO to curb 
the spread of COVID-19.  This order, and various 
phases of it, would subsequently be extended 
throughout the whole year and into 2021. 
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Further, on 11 January 2021, a Proclamation 
of Emergency would take effect on the 
country.  The Emergency (Essential Powers) 
Ordinance 2021 was also promulgated.  The 
Bar voiced its concerns over the necessity of 
the Proclamation of Emergency, noting that the 
Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases 
Act 1988 already contains a wide range of 
powers for use, and highlighted provisions of 
the Ordinance which are problematic.  The 
Bar called upon the Government to exercise 
its Executive powers to only such an extent 
that is necessary to meet the particular needs 
of handling the COVID-19 pandemic, and to 
uphold the rule of law and democratic rights 
of its citizens at all times.  

The Bar Council also put in place numerous 
measures to assist Members of the Bar, in 
addition to speaking up on public interest 
matters such as safeguarding the health 
and safety of categories of people who are 
particularly vulnerable 
during the pandemic, 
for instance detainees 
in prisons and detention 
centres, and migrant 
workers. 

Throughout the year, the 
Bar actively engaged with 
Government authorities 
as well as the Judiciary 

Meeting with Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department 
(Parliament and Law), YB Datuk Seri Takiyuddin Hassan 
(22 December 2020) (Salim Bashir: left) 

Courtesy visit on the Yang di-Pertua (Speaker) of the Dewan Rakyat, YB Datuk 
Azhar Azizan Harun (23 September 2020) (Salim Bashir: fourth from left) 

● 8 January 2021: 
 MoU with the Malaysian Board of 

Counsellors.

● January 2021: 
 MCO 2.0 took effect.

● 11 January 2021: 
 The Emergency (Essential Powers) 

Ordinance 2021 promulgated.

● February 2021: 
 Various State Bar Committees held 

virtual AGMs.

● 13 March 2021: 
 AGM of the Malaysian Bar to be held 

virtually. 
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on matters affecting the legal profession, 
notably the implementation of online hearings, 
measures to reduce the effects of the various 
MCOs on law firms, and the applicable SOPs 
for law firms.  The Bar was also consulted on 
several aspects of the Temporary Measures for 
Reducing the Impact of Coronavirus Disease 
2019 (COVID-19) Act 2020 (“COVID-19 Act”) 
prior to its coming into force. 

One of the highlights of this presidency 
was the agreement signed between the 
Malaysian Government and the Bar for the 
implementation of mediation services through 
a specialised mediation centre known as Pusat 
Mediasi COVID-19 (“PMC-19”).  The Bar is 
appointed to provide mediation services to 
eligible parties in dispute regarding the inability 
to perform certain contractual obligations as a 
result of restrictions that have been imposed 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

In addition, the Bar achieved a milestone by 
inking an MoU with the Malaysian Board of 
Counsellors in January 2021.  Through this 
MoU, Members of the Bar may seek counselling 
services from the panel, with the payment of 
some sessions to be borne by the Bar Council.
 
In promoting access to justice, the issue of 
unrepresented accused persons in the Court 
of Appeal was also addressed.  A process has 
been established whereby requests for YBGK 
lawyers to handle criminal appeals at the Court 

Meeting with the LPQB and deans from various 
public and private universities, regarding the 
proposed Common Bar Course (10 September 
2020) (Salim Bashir: second row, middle) 

of Appeal will be directed to the Bar Council 
Secretariat, which will then liaise with the state 
LACs to identify YBGK lawyers to represent 
the accused persons. 

The Bar is working closely with the AG and 
the AGC on several matters concerning the 
legal profession, namely, the Bar’s proposed 
amendments to the LPA, as well as proposed 
Rules in relation to publicity, professional 
indemnity, conditional fees (non-personal 
injury and personal injury) and solicitors’ 
remuneration (enforcement).

The year 2020 was a tremendous year of being 
shaken, learning to adapt, and responding to 
the challenges brought upon by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Various State Bar Committees held 
their AGMs virtually in February 2021 while 
the Malaysian Bar will also be holding its AGM 

virtually on 13 March 2021. 

Even during these challenging 
times, the Bar continues its work – 
finding strength in, and guided by, 
time-tested values that we cherish 
as Members of the Bar.    
 

Signing ceremony of the MoU between the Malaysian Bar 
and the Board of Counsellors (8 Jan 2021) (Salim Bashir: 
second from right) 
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... to uphold the cause of justice without regard to its own interests 
or that of its members, uninfluenced by fear or favour    — Legal Profession Act 1976


